
t.¥i:l!l.'ll f i1'1 Pr¢1\ldiotl 
11,· IHS U 11tlll uf);kw l!Xt!llO w:lh llFPA 

No rt'VO(t.JCllCU r.el.,.'llfll ilg pemtlt!ed "illt7.Jt (root 111$ 

for 

Professional ualifications for 

Fire Investigator 

2022 Ed it ion 

NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471 

An Internat iona l Codes and Standards Organizat ion 

IOrq Kong Pct;llU'.Ntlc Ultl>'llllit.'t!!l!IT6SOG11l0, UMlr:t.AI.\', Kil 
\'kd,. 16 Ooi::2c21 111:10;12 GMT 

https://www.normsplash.com/NFPA/198544268/NFPA-1033?src=spdf


Copyright© 2021 National Fire Protection Association ®. All Rights Reserved . 

NFPA® 1033 

Standard for 

Professiona l Qualifications for Fire Investigator 

2022 Edition 

This edition of NFPA 1033, Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator, ;vas prepared 
by the Technical Committee on Fire Investigator Professional Qualifications and released by the 
Correlating Committee on Professional Qualifications . It ;vas issued by the Standards Council on May 
24, 202 1, ;vith an effective date of J une 13, 2021, and supersedes all previot1s editions . 

This edition ofN FPA 1033 ;vas approved as an American National Standard on June 13, 2021. 

Origin and Development of NFPA 1033 

In 1972, the J oint Council of National Fire Service Organizations (JCNFSO) created the National 
Professional Qualifications Board (NPQB) for the fire service to facilitate the development of 
nationally applicable performance standards for uniformed fire service personnel. On December 14, 
1972, the board established fotrr technical committees to develop those standards t1sing the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards -making system . The initial committees addressed the 
follo;ving career areas: fire fighter, fire officer, fire service instructor, and fire inspector and 
investigator . 

The original concept of the professional qualification standards as directed by the J CNFSO and 
the NPQ B ;vas to develop an interrelated set of performance standards specifically for the uniformed 
fire service . The various levels of achievement in the standards ;vere to build upon each other ;vi thin 
a strictly defined career ladder . In the late 1980s, revisions of the standards recognized that the 
documents should stand on their o;vn merit in terms of job performance requirements for a given 
field . Accordingly, the strict career ladder concept ;vas revised, except for the progression from fire 
fighter to fire officer, in order to allo;v civilian entry into many of the fields . These revisions 
facilitated the t1se of the documents by other than the uniformed fire services . The Committee on 
Fire Inspector and Investigator Professional Qualifications met and produced the first edition of 
NFPA 1031, P·rofessional Qualifications for Fire Inspector; Fire Investigator; and Fire Prevention Education 
Officer. This document ;vas adopted by the NFPA in May of 1977 . 

In 1986, the joint council directed the committee to develop separate documents for each of the 
job functions the original document addressed . This direction ;vas coupled ;vi th the decision to 
remove the job of fire investigator from the strict career path previously follo;ved and allo;v for 
civilian entry . The first edition of this ne;v document, NFPA 1033, Standard for Professional 
Qualifications for Fire Investigator; ;vas adopted by the NFPA in June of 1987 . 

In 1990, responsibility for the appointment of professional qualifications committees and the 
development of the professional qualifications standards ;vas assumed by the NFPA. The Professional 
Qualifications Correlating Committee ;vas appointed by the NFPA Standards Council and assumed 
the responsibility for coordinating the reqtlirements of all of the documents in the professional 
qualifications system . 

The NFPA Standards Council established the Technical Committee on Fire Investigator 
Professional Qualifications in 1990 to address the need for specific expertise in the area of fire 
investigation to revie;v and revise the existing document This committee completed a job task 
analysis and developed specificjob performance reqtlirements for the job of fire investigator . 

The intent of the Technical Committee on Fire Investigator Professional Qualifications ;vas to 
develop clear and concise job performance requirements that can be used to determine that an 
individual, ;vhen measured to the standard, possesses the skills and kno;vledge to perform as a fire 
investigator . These job performance requirements are applicable to fire investigators both public and 
private . 

1033 -1 
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1033-2 PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR FIRE INVESTIGATOR 

In the 2003 edition of the document, the Technical Committee made changes to bring it into conformance ;vi th the ne;v 
1Vfanual of St)'le for NFPA 1echnical Committee Documents. 

In the 2009 edition of the document, the Technical Committee added an explanatory annex item to the Scope statement. 
The committee's intent ;vas to clarify that the standard applies to all fire investigation, including outside, vehicle, and other 
fires that are not structural . The committee added a skills maintenance requirement to Chapter 1 and included more specific 
Requisite Kno;vledge statements to variot1sJPRs. 

For the 2014 edition, the fire investigator ;vas expected to remain current on the topics listed in the general requirements 
section of the doctlffient by attending formal education courses, ;vorkshops, and seminars, and through professional 
publications and journals . While the technical committee vie;ved a high -school level education as a minimum, the fire 
investigator ;vas expected to maintain up-to-date basic kno;vledge of topics already projected in the document, as ;vell as 
kno;vledge of fire protection systems; evidence documentation, collection, and preservation; and electricity and electric 
systems . Definitions for fire anal)'Sis, fire d)1narnics, fire investigation technolog;1, and fire science ;vere added . The technical committee 
also made clarifications under the evidence collection and preservation section of the document. 

For the 2022 edition, the committee made several updates and changes throughout the document to align it more closely 
;vith NFPA 921, since it is common practice for fire investigators meeting NFPA 1033 to also use NFPA 921. The committee also 
updated and simplified reqtlirements that had been a source of con.fi1sion for end t1sers to make them easier to understand . 
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COtvll'vlfITEE PERSONNEL 1033 -3 

Corr elating Committ ee on Professional Qual ific ations 

William E. P eterso n, Chair 

Kissi1n1nee, FL [ tvI] 

Rep. Internat ional Fire Service Trainin g Assoc iati on 

Brian Baughman , Generac Po,ver Syste1ns Inc., v\II [ tvI] 

Brian R . Braue r, University of Il linois Fir e Serv ice Institut e, IL [E] 

Rep. National Board on Fire Se1vice Pro fessional Qualificat ions 

Derrick S. Clouston , North Caro lina Departtnent of Insurance, NC 
[U] 

Gregory S. Cr oss, Texas A&tvI Eng ineer Extens ion Se1vice, TX [SE] 

J ason Dolf, Aerial Serv ices Inc, IA [U] 

Angus Maclean Duff , Conso lidated Fi re Distr ict 2, KS [U] 

Richard A. Dunn , SC Sta te Fi refighters' Assoc iation, SC [E] 

Alec Fe ldman , Fulcn.11n Consu ltants, Ire land [SE ] 

Rep. J O IFF-Internat ional Organ isation for Industr ial H azard 

tvianage1nen t 

Douglas P. Forsm an, Fairfie ld Bay Fi re DepartJnent, AR [L] 

Richard Galti eri , Port O f Seat tle Fi re Departtnent, v\IA [E ] 

Douglas R . Goo din gs, St Clair Co1n1nuni ty College, Canada [SE] 

Sco tt M. Gorgon, IAFF, DC [L] 

R . Kirk Hanki ns, Fi re Consu lting & Case Revie'v Internat ional, Inc., 

tvIO [U] 
Rep. Internat ional Assoc iation of Arson Invest igators, Inc. 

Bill Slosso n , v\Tashington State Patro l, v\TA [E] 

Philip C. Stittl ebur g, La Farge Fi re Deparnnent, v\TI [L] 
Rep. Nationa l Volunteer Fi re Counc il 

Matthew Brian Thorpe, North Caro lina Office of the State Fi re 
tviarsha l, NC [E ] 

Rep. Internat ional Fi re Serv ice Accred itation Congress 

Charl es " Rand y" Watso n , S-E-A. Ltd., GA [SE] 

MichaelJ. Yurgec, Global E1nergency P roducts, IL [ tvI] 

Alternates 

AdamJ . Goodman , S-E-A Li1nited, tvlD [SE] 

(Alt. to Cha rles "Randy" v\Tatson) 

David W. Lewis, Oden ton, tvlD [L] 

(Alt. to Phi lip C. Stittl eburg) 

Stephen P. Austin, Cu1nber land Valley Volunteer Fi re1nen's 

Assoc iation, DE [L] 

Rep. T C on Traffic Contro l Incident tvianage1nent Professional 
Qualificat ions 

Preet Bassi, Center For Public Safety Exce llence, VA [CJ 

Rep. T C on Fi re Service Analysts and Infonnat ional Techn ical 

Spec ialist 

Alan W. Conkle, Ohio Assoc iation of E1nergency Veh icle 
Techn icians (OAEVT), O H [ tvI] 

Rep. T C on E1nergency Veh icle tviechan ic Techn icians 
P rofessional Qualifications 

J ohn S. Cunnin gham , Nova Scot ia Fi refigh ters Schoo l, Canada [ U] 
Rep. T C on Fi re Fighter Professional Qualifications 

J ay Dornseif, ill , P riority Dispatch Corporat ion, UT [ tvI] 

Rep. T C on Pub lic Safety Teleco1n1nun icator P rofess ional 

Qualificat ions 

Richard C. Edin ger, Chester, VA [SE] 
Rep. T C on H azardous tviater ials Response Personne l 

Ronald R Farr, Plain, vell Fi re Departtnent, tvll [CJ 
Rep. T C on Electr ical Inspect ion Pract ices 

Dave E. Hann eman , Self E1np loyed, ID [SE ] 

Rep. T C on Incident tvianage1nent P rofess ional Qualificat ions 

Dani el P. H eenan, Clark County Fi re DepartJnent, NV [E] 

Rep. T C on Fi re Invest igator Professional Qualifica tions 

Orlan do P. H e rnan dez, Texas State Fi re tviarshal's Office, TX [E] 

Rep. T C on Rescue Techn ician Professional Qualifica tions 

Robert Fash, NFPA Staff Liaison 

Robert W. Rand , Nat' ! Board On Fi re Serv ice P rof. Qualificat ions, 
tvlA [E] 

(Alt. to Brian R. Brauer) 

Angela Whit e, v\Tiscons in Techn ical College Syste1n, \J\II [E] 
(Alt. to tviatthe'v Brian Thorpe) 

Nonvoting 

Ronald L. H opkin s, TRACE Fi re P ro tection & Safety Consu ltant, 

Ltd., KY [SE] 

Rep. T C on Fi re Service Instructor P rofess ional Qualificat ions 

Robert J. Jam es, UL LLC, IL [RT] 
Rep. T C on Bui lding Fi re and Life Safety Di rector Professional 

Qualificat ions 

Randy J. Krause, Port of Seatt le Fi re Departtnent, v\IA [E ] 

Rep. T C on Fi re Service Occupat ional Safety and H ealth 

Pete r J . Mulvihill , Reno, NV [SE] 

Rep. T C on Fi re Inspector Professional Qualifications 

Randal E. N ovak, Aines, IA [SE] 
Rep. T C on Accred itation & Cert ificat ion P rofess ional 

Qualificat ions 

Lawre nce L. Preston , tviaryland Fi re and Rescue Institut e, tvlD [E] 

Rep. T C on Fi re Officer Professional Quali ficat ions 

Jim Stumpf , Organ izational Quality Assoc iates, ID [SE ] 
Rep. T C on v\lildfire Suppress ion Professional Qualifica tions 

Robert D. Taylo r, PRB Coal Users Group, IN [U] 
Rep. T C on Industr ial Fi re Brigades P rofess ional Qualificat ions 

Nancy J. Tre nch, OK [ tvI] 

Rep. T C on Pub lic Fi re Educator P rofess ional Qualificat ions 

Paul Valentin e, T UY SUD Alner ica Inc./ Global Risk Consu ltants, IL 
[ tvI] 

Rep. T C on Fi re tviarsha l Professional Qualifica tions 

17iis list represents the membership at the time the Committee r11as ball.oted on the final text of. this edition. 

Since that time, changes in the membership may have occu1red. A key to classifications is j"ound at the 
back of.the document. 
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