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This edition of NFPA 501A, Standard for Fire Safel:)' Criteria for i\1anufactured I-Jome Installations, Sites, 
and Communities, ;vas prepared by the Technical Committee on Manufactured I-lousing . It ;vas issued 
by the Standards Council on October 5, 2020, ;vi th an effective date of October 25, 2020, and 
supersedes all previous editions . 

This edition ofN FPA 501A ;vas approved as an American National Standard on October 25, 2020 . 

Origin and Development of NFPA 501A 

NFPA activity associated ;vith manufactured homes began in 1937, ;vhen NFPA organized its first 
Committee on Trailers and Trailer Courts . The first NFPA standard covering trailer coach camps 
appeared in 1939, ;vi th revisions in 1940, 1952, 1960, and 1964. A completely ne;v edition ;vas 
adopted in 1971, and that text ;vas revised in 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1977, and 1982 . 

The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) approved the 1972 NFPA edition on May 8, 
1973; the 1973 NFPA edition on December 28, 1973; the 1974 NFPA edition on J anuary 30, 1975; the 
1975 NFPA edition on February 27, 1976; and the 1977 NFPA edition on October 18, 1977 . 

The 1982 edition of Standard for Firesafe/:)' Criteria for i\1obile Home Installations, Sites, and Communities 
superseded the 1977 edition and ;vas adopted by NFPA at its Annual Meeting held in San Francisco 
in 1982 . The 1982 edition ;vas produced by the ne;vly formed Committee for Firesafety for Mobile 
1-Iomes (created J une 1979), ;vhich ;vas charged ;vi th the responsibility of developing documents for 
fire safety criteria for single -family mobile homes, including the installation, sites, and communities, 
and the maintenance of and improvements for existing mobile homes . Therefore, the 1982 edition 
excluded all sections of previous editions not considered ;vi thin the committee scope . Notably 
excluded ;vere stabilizing and anchoring systems, requirements for piers and footings, and 
plumbing, including se;vage disposal systems . Requirements for park electrical systems ;vere 
addressed by reference to NFPA 70, National Electrical Code. Modifications ;vere also made in sections 
dealing ;vith fl.tel supply, air conditioning, and life and fire safety. 

Major revisions to the standard ;vere made in the 1987 edition in an attempt to better coordinate 
the NFPA chapters in a joint publication ;vith the National Conference of States on Building Codes 
and Standards (NCSBCS), ANSI A225. l /NFPA 501A. Major changes included substituting 
manufactured home for mobile home throughout; deleting Chapter 3, Air Conditioning; expanding 
Chapter 2, Fuel Supply; and combining three appendixes into t;vo. 

The standard ;vas reconfirmed in 1992 ;vith a plan to expand the scope ofN FPA 501A to cover 
fire safety requirements for the design, construction, installation, alteration / rehabilitation, 
maintenance, use, and occupancy of manufactured homes, manufactured home sites, and 
manufactured home communities, including accessory buildings and structures . This ;vas a major 
revision of the scope and the entire standard, and the committee targeted a complete revision of 
NFPA 501A for 1994. 

The 1997 edition ;vas a reconfirmation of the 1992 edition of NFPA 501A. The proposed 
expansion of the scope of the 1992 edition, as noted in the preceding paragraph, ;vas discussed and 
acted on by the technical committee . The scope of NFPA 501A ;vas not expanded; instead, a ne;v 
document, NFPA 501, Standard on 1\1anufactured I-lousing, ;vas generated . NFPA 501 represented the 
reconstituted 1977 edition of NFPA 501B, Standard for 1\1obile Homes, ;vhich ;vas the basis for the 
federal i\1anufactured Home Construction and Safel:)' Standards. 
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501A-2 FIRE SAFETY CRITERIA FOR !VIANUFACTURED HO!VIE INSTALLATIONS, SITES, AND CO!Vl!VIUNITIES 

The earlier editions of NFPA 501A ;vere jointly developed and published by NFPA and NCSBCS as A225. l /NFPA 501A. The 
1997 edition of NFPA 501A ;vas published as a separate, stand -alone document in agreement ;vi th NCSBCS and contained only 
the fire safety requirements . The non - fire safety requirements ;vere published by NCSBCS as A225. l (1994 edition) . 

NFPA assumed responsibility for NCSBCS A225 standard in 2003, ;vhich ;vas processed concurrently ;vi th the 2003 edition 
ofN FPA 501A. 

The 1999 edition ;vas a reconfirmation of the 1997 edition . In J une 1998, NFPA ;vas selected by the U.S. Department of 
I-lousing and Urban Development (I-IUD) to update the federal standards (24 CFR 3280) for manufactured homes . As a result 
of this selection by I-IUD, the original technical committee for manufactured homes ;vas expanded into six technical 
committees and a technical correlating committee . The expansion occurred during the Report on Comments phase of the 
1999 edition . 

The 2000 edition had only a fe;v minor revisions . One revision, in 4.3.5, pertained to updating the ;vater supplies for fire 
department operations . The other revisions ;vere editorial in nature . 

The 2003 edition ;vas reformatted to meet the editorial and format -related requirements of the iV!anual of St;1le for NFPA 
1echnical Committee Documents. Several definitions ;vere deleted during that revision cycle . 

The 2005 edition incorporated ne;v requirements for fire separation distances bet;veen manufactured homes . 

The 2009 edition of NFPA 501A updated extracted text ;vhere appropriate . In addition, revisions ;vere made that clarified 
requirements and added ne;v ones for ;vater supplies that serve the site, and ne;vly revised criteria ;vere introduced for fire 
department access roads and paths . 

The 2013 edition ;vas revised to include requirements on retroactivity and equivalencies in Chapter 1. Provisions for storm 
shelters, community buildings, and emergency considerations such as ;vindstorms ;vere added . Several modifications ;vere 
made to the organization of requirements ;vi thin the document. 

The 2017 edition included the follo;ving revisions: 

(1) The last t;vo sentences of 7 .1.4 ;vere removed - referencing the guidance document is sufficient ;vi th out getting into 
the details of the document itself . 

(2) Because Annex C in previous editions did not address recommendations for residential fire sprinkler systems in a 
manner similar to ;vhat is currently provided for home smoke alarms, language ;vas added to address maintenance and 
testing of NFPA 13D systems by directing the o;vner to the practices recommended in NFPA 13D. 

(3) References ;vere appropriately updated . 

The 2021 edition includes changes to the follo;ving: 

(1) A ne;v requirement in Chapter 6 to inspect, test, and maintain private fire hydrants in accordance ;vith NFPA 25 
(2) A ne;v requirement in Chapter 6 to inspect, test, and maintain fire alarm systems in community buildings in 

accordance ;vith NFPA 72 

(3) An update to the Wildland / Urban Interface / Intermix section of Chapter 6 
( 4) Updates to referenced publications and NFPA extracts 
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COtvltvlfIT EE PERSONNEL 

Technical Committee on Manufactured Housing 

Stanley C. Harbuck , Chair 

School of Bui ldin g Inspectio n, tvlA [CJ 

Rep. Aln e rican Pub lic Health Assoc iatio n 
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Fred Benn, Adva nced Auto1na tic Sprink ler, Inc ., CA [ tvl] John V. Losc heider, Loscheider E ngineering Co1npa ny, vVA [U] 
Rep. Natio nal Fir e Sprink ler Assoc ia tio n 

David G. Bueche, H oove r Treate d vVood Products, CO [ tvl] 

Rep. Bui ld ing Seis1nic Safety Council/Code Resou rce Supp ort 

Co1n1nittee 

Dean C. Hunter , tvlinn eso ta Depa rnn e nt of Labo r & Ind ustr y, tvlN 
[E] 

Ty J. Maltbi e, Viega LLC, KS [ tvl] 

Robert Park s, Healthy H o ines of Louisia na, LA [SE] 

Rep. Internatio nal Assoc ia tio n of Electrical Inspec to rs 

Christopher P. J ones, Chri stophe r P. Jo nes & Assoc ia tes, NC [E ] 

Rep. FEtvlA/ tvliti gatio n Divisio n 

Bruce J. Swiecicki, Na tio nal Propa ne Gas Assoc ia tio n, IL [I tvl] 

Larr y J. Tann e r, Texas Tech Univers ity-Nv\TI Deb ris ltnp ac t Facili ty, 
TX [RT] 

Alternat es 

David C. De laquila , Aqui la Consu ltin g LLC, O H [I tvl] 
(Alt. to Bruce J. S' viecicki) 

David K. Low, DK Lo'v & Assoc iates, LLC, VA [E] 
(Alt . to Ch risto pher P. J o nes) 

L. Keith Lofland , Interna tio nal Assoc ia tio n of Elec trical Inspectors 
(IAEI), TX [E] 

Jake Pauls , J ake Pauls Consu ltin g Se1vices, Canada [C J 

(Alt . to Sta nley C. H arbuck) 

(Alt. to Dean C . Hunt er) 

Kevin Carr, NFPA Staff Liaiso n 
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17iis list represents the membership at the time the Committee r11as ball.oted on the final text of. this edition. 

Since that time, changes in the membership may have occu1red. A key to classifications is j"ound at the 
back of.the document. 

NOT E: tvle1nbership o n a co1n1nittee shall no t in a nd of itself co nstitut e a n e ndorse 1ne nt o f 

the Assoc ia tio n or a ny doc u1ne nt deve loped by the co1n1nittee o n 'vhich the 1ne1nber serves . 

Committee Scope: Thi s Co1n1nittee shal l have p ri1nary respo nsibili ty for docu 1ne n ts o n 
1na nufac tured ho1nes including the installa tio n, sites and co1n1nuniti es, a nd the 1nainte na nce 

of a nd i1nprove1ne n ts for existin g 1na nufactu red ho1nes. 
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