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This edition of NFPA 102, Standard for Grandstands, Folding and 1elescopic Seating, Tents, and 
1Vfembrane Structures, ;vas prepared by the Technical Committee (s) on Assembly Occupancies and 
released by the Correlating Committee on Safety to Life . It ;vas issued by the Standards Council on 
October 5, 2020, ;vi th an effective date of October 25, 2020, and supersedes all previous editions . 

This edition of NFPA 102 ;vas approved as an American National Standard on October 25, 2020 . 

Origin and Development of NFPA 102 

This standard is the result of a committee project inaugurated shortly after the circt1s fire in 
1-Iartford, CT, on J uly 6, 1944, in ;vhich 168 lives ;vere lost 

A committee ;vas organized under the joint sponsorship of the Building Officials Conference of 
America and the National Fire Protection Association under the procedtrre of the American 
Standards Association . As a result of extensive deliberation during the ;vinter of 1944-1945, this 
committee prepared a draft of a proposed standard, ;vhich ;vas submitted at the annual meeting of 
the National Fire Protection Association in J une 1945 . This ;vas then printed and sent to all of the 
members of the association, to a representative group of leaders in the outdoor amt1sement indt1stry, 
and to all others ;vho filed requests for copies . As a result, numerous constructive suggestions ;vere 
received, all dttly considered by the committee in several meetings, and the 1946 standard ;vas 
completed by the committee . It ;vas then adopted by the sponsoring organizations, the National Fire 
Protection Association, and the Building Officials Conference of America, and approved by the 
American Standards Association as an American Standard on May 22, 1946 . 

As a result of circulation and use of the 1946 standard, various proposals ;vere made for revision 
in the interest of clarification . These ;vere considered by the committee and revisions recommended 
by the committee and circulated to all concerned for comment, further amended, and adopted by 
the National Fire Protection Association and the Building Officials Conference of America in 1948; 
the American Standards Association approved the 1948 edition as an American Standard on J anuary 
5, 1949 . 

In 1949 the committee recommended further changes to include the essential features of an 
earlier standard on grandstands, Z20. l , ;vhich covered certain types of grandstands not covered in 
the 1946-1948 standard, Z20.2, tht1s making the continuance of the earlier separate standard 
unnecessary . The 1949 revision, Z20 .3, also made the standard applicable to foldable grandstands in 
buildings that had not been previously covered . After the usual circulation for comment, the 
revisions ;vere adopted in 1949 by the sponsors, and the revised text ;vas approved by the American 
Standards Association as an American Standard on April 5, 1950 . 

Revised editions of the standard have been prepared by the committee and adopted by the 
sponsors in 1957, 1966, and 1967 . The 1972 edition ;vas a reconfirmation of the 1967 edition . 

The 1978 edition ;vas prepared by the Committee on Tents, Grandstands, and Air- Supported 
Structures and represented a complete revision of the 1972 edition, complete ;vith a ne;v title, 
Standard for Assemhl)' Seating, Tents, and Air-Supported Structures. The means of egress section ;vas 
coordinated ;vith the provisions ofN FPA 101, LifeSafel:)' Code. 

The 1986 edition further coordinated ;vith the Life Safef:J' Code. It ;vas prepared by the Technical 
Committee on Safety to Life through its Subcommittee on Tents and Membrane Structures . Its scope 
;vas extended beyond assembly occupancies to include tents and membrane structures t1sed for any 
occupancy . 

NFPA and Nationa l Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the Nationa l Fire Protection Association , Quinc y, tvlassach usetts 02169. 
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102-2 GRANDSTANDS, FOLDING AND TELESCOPIC SFATING, TENTS, AND tvlEtvlBRANE STRUCTURES 

The 1992 and 1995 editions deleted all means of egress provisions that ;vere adequately covered by NFPA 101, Life Safel:)' 
Code, so as to avoid redundancy and inconsistencies bet;veen the t>vo documents . The 1995 edition ;vas retitled Standard for 
Grandstands, Folding and 1elescopic Seating, Tents, and 1Vfemllrane Structures to reflect more accurately the scope and contents of the 
document. 

The 2006 edition ;vas the first to be ;vholly comprised of requirements extracted from NFPA 101, Life Safet;1 Code, and NFPA 
5000, Building Construction and Safet;1 Code. The 2011 edition continued the extract policy. 

For future revision cycles, users ;vere advised to submit public proposals on extracted text to the source documents (that is, 
NFPA 101 and NFPA 5000) and not to NFPA 102 . 

As ;vith the 2016 edition, the 2021 edition continues the extract policy. 

2021 Edition 
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COtvll'vlITTEE PERSONNEL 

Correlating Committ ee on Safe ty to Life 

Wayne G. Chip Carso n, Chair 

Carson Assoc iates, Inc., VA [SE ] 

Grego ry E. Harrin gto n, Administrative Secretary 

Nationa l Fire Protect ion Assoc iation, tvlA 

Kenneth E. Bush, tvlaryland State Fire tvlarsha l's Office, tvlD [E ] 

Stanl ey C. Harbu ck, Schoo l of Bui lding Inspect ion, tvlA [CJ 

Rep. Alner ican Pub lic H ealth Assoc iation 

H oward H opper, UL LLC, CA [RT] 

J effr ey M. Hugo, National Fir e Sprink ler Assoc iation, Inc., tvll [ tvl] 

J effr ey A. Lucas, Fort Lau derda le Fire Rescue, FL [E] 

Rep. Internat ional Fir e tvlarsha ls Assoc iation 

Sharon S. Gilyeat, Koffe l Assoc iates, Inc., tvlD [SE ] 

(Vot ing Alt.) 

Robert J. Jam es, UL LLC, IL [RT] 

(Alt. to H o,vard H opper) 

Dale L. Lyman, Gree ley Fi re DepartJnent, CO [U] 
(Vot ing Alt.) 

David S. Collin s, The Previe'v Group, Inc., O H [SE] 
Rep. T C on tvleans o f Egress 

Nicholas A. Dawe, Cobb County Fi re tvlarsha l's Office, GA [E ] 

Rep. T C on Interior Fini sh and Con tents 

J ohn F. Devlin, JENSEN HU GHES, tvlD [SE ] 

Rep. T C on Fi re P rotect ion Featu res 

Randy Gaw, DET-CO RR Fire Safety Consu lting, Canada [SE] 

Rep. T C on Detent ion and Correct ional Occupanc ies 

Raymond A. Grill , AJ·up, DC [SE] 
Rep. T C on Bui lding Serv ice and Fire Protect ion Equip1nent 

Chris J elenewicz, Society of Fi re Protect ion Engineers, tvlD [SE] 
Rep. T C on Fun da1nentals 

James R . Quit er, Al1.1p, CA [SE ] 

Rodge r Reiswig, J ohnson Contro ls, FL [ tvl] 

Rep. Nationa l Electr ical tvlanu facturers Assoc iation 

Eric R . Rosenbaum , JENSEN H UGHES, IL [U] 

Rep. Alner ican H ealth Care Assoc iation 

J on Taluba , Green,vood Sales, NH [ tvl] 

Alternat es 

Maria B. Mark s, Sie1nens Industry, Inc., tvlD [ tvl] 

(Alt. to Rodger Reiswig) 

Jake P auls, J ake Pauls Consu lting Se1vices, Canada [C J 

(Alt. to Stan ley C. H arbuck) 

J effr ey S. Tubbs, AJ·up, tvlA [SE ] 
(Alt. to J a1nes R. Quiter) 

Nonvoting 

Pete r A Larrim er, US Departlnent o f Veterans Affairs, PA [U] 
Rep. T C on Alternative Approaches to Life Safety 

James K. Lathr op , Koffe l Assoc ia tes, Inc., CT [SE] 

Rep. T C on Resident ial Occupanc ies 

Matth ew J . Mertens, North Shore Fi re Departlnent, \.\Tl [E] 

Rep. T C on Educat ional and Day-Care Occupanc ies 

Wayne D. Moore, J ENSEN HU GHES, RI [SE] 

Rep. Signaling Syste1ns Corre lating Co1n1nittee 

Amy J. Murd ock, Code Consu ltants, Inc., tvlO [SE ] 
Rep. T C on tvlercant ile and Business Occupanc ies 

J ohn A. Rickard , P3 Consu lting, TX [SE ] 
Rep. T C on Board and Care Faciliti es 

Carl D. Wren, City of Aust in, TX [E] 
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William E. Ko ffel, Koffe l Assoc iates, Inc., tvlD [SE] 

Rep. T C on H ealth Care Occupanc ies 

J osh Lamb ert, Univers ity o f Texas at Aust in, TX [U] 

Rep. T C on Asse1nb ly Occupanc ies 

Rep. T C on Industr ial, Storage, and tvlisce llaneous Occupanc ies 

Shane M. Clar y, Bay Alann Co1npany, CA [I tvl] 

Rep. Signaling Syste1ns Corre lating Co1n1nittee 

Gregory E. Harrin gton, NFPA Staff Liaison 
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17iis list represents the membership at the time the Committee r11as ball.oted on the final text of. this edition. 

Since that time, changes in the membership may have occu1red. A key to classifications is found at the 
back of.the document. 

NOTE: tvle1nbersh ip on a co1n1nittee shall not in and of itself const itute an endorse1nent o f 

the Assoc iation or any docu1nent deve loped by the co1n1nittee on 'vh ich the 1ne1nber serves. 

Co mmitt ee Scope : Thi s Co1n1nittee shal l have pri1nar y respons ibil ity for docu1nents on the 
protection of hu1nan life fro1n fire and other circu1nstances capab le of producing si1nilar 

consequences and for the none1nergenc y and e1nergency 1nove1nent of peop le. 
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