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and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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Chapters, annexes, sections, figures, and tables that are new are indicated with an 'N.

Note that these indicators are a guide. Rearrangement of sections may not be captured in the
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the archived revision information section of each code at www.nfpa.org/docinfo. Any subsequent
changes from the NFPA Technical Meeting, Tentative Interim Amendments, and Errata are also
located there.
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Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that NFPA Standards may be amended from time to time through the issuance of a Tentative
Interim Amendment (TIA) or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time
consists of the current edition of the document together with any TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, go to www.nfpa.org/docinfo to choose from the list of
NFPA Standards or use the search feature to select the NFPA Standard number (e.g., NFPA 13). The
document information page provides up-to-date document-specific information as well as postings of
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights
NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe

practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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NFPA® 1917

Standard for

Automotive Ambulances

2019 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1917, Standard for Automotive Ambulances, was prepared by the Technical
Committee on Ambulances. It was issued by the Standards Council on May 4, 2018, with an effective
date of May 24, 2018, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1917 was approved as an American National Standard on May 24, 2018.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1917

In October 2008, the Standards Council, after receipt of a request from the Technical Committee
on Automotive Fire Apparatus for the development of a standard for ambulances, approved the
establishment of a Technical Committee on Automotive Ambulances. The Committee developed the
first (2013) edition of NFPA 1917, Standard for Automotive Ambulances, which established the
minimum requirements for the design, performance, and testing of new automotive ambulances
used for out-of-hospital medical care and patient transport.

For the 2016 edition, the committee made several significant changes throughout the entire
document as a result of many task group meetings with national stakeholder organizations as well as
task groups from within the committee. When the 2013 edition was published, the document
immediately went back into a revision cycle so as to include several crucial test results for the 2016
edition. The committee also heard from several national stakeholder organizations about concerns
regarding some of the requirements within the document that might keep the document from being
adopted. Based on the high level of interaction and involvement from the public, the committee
made several significant changes to the document for the second edition. Before the document
entered its revision cycle for the 2016 edition, the committee made changes to the document by
utilizing the option of a Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to address some of the immediate
concerns. Some of the areas in the document that were changed via a TIA included the deletion of
Chapter 9 and additional referencing of the applicable AMD (Ambulance Manufacturers Division of
the NTEA) testing standards. This was done largely to reduce confusion and any potential conflict
between NFPA 1917 and the AMD testing standards. The committee also made changes to the
Statement of Exceptions to make it easier for the document to be adopted. Other areas the
committee made changes to included the maximum speed now being related to the rating of the
tires on the vehicle rather than a specific speed limit, thus leaving it up to the AH]J to determine the
maximum speed. The committee also made several changes to the requirements regarding the
retroreflective materials used on the outside of the vehicle as well as the patterns that could be used
on the outside of the vehicle. This change gave the AH]J the ability to determine what patterns or
designs were on the vehicle, rather than there being one prescribed pattern. Altogether, for the 2016
edition, more than 300 changes were incorporated into the document to reflect the needs and
demands of the first responder community in regard to the design, performance, and testing of new
ambulances.

NFPA and National Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, Massachusetts 02169.
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1917-2 AUTOMOTIVE AMBULANCES

For the 2019 edition, the committee made many changes to meet the needs and demands of the users of NFPA 1917. Since
there has been a demand for a safer ambulance, for the occupants and the public, many new crash tests have been developed
that are included in the new edition. As a result of the new crash test standards, some AMD tests that had been referenced or
used were replaced with these new tests from the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE). With the inclusion of these tests, the
committee revised text for third-party testing and certification and for self-certification by the final stage ambulance
manufacturer (FSAM). The committee has specified where third-party testing and certification must occur and where self-
certification can occur by the FSAM. Other subjects covered in the 2019 edition are remounts and refurbished ambulances.
Chapter 10, a new chapter, and Annex C, a new annex, set forth requirements on these subjects to assist the AHJ in purchasing
a remounted or refurbished ambulance. This addition is to solve the lack of standards to regulate or assist AHJs with remounts.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 1917-3

Technical Committee on Ambulances

David H. Fischler, Chair
Pompano Beach, FL [U]
Rep. Fire Chiefs’ Council of Suffolk County, Inc.

Andrew J. Alger, Progressive Engineering Inc., IN [RT]
Jerry Allen, Braun Northwest, Inc., WA [M]

Sean Baker, Town of Palm Beach Fire Rescue, FL [U]
Rep. Florida Fire Chiefs’ Association

Jason Brollini, United EMS Workers, CA [L]

Kristi Brunner, Stryker, MI [M]

Wesley D. Chestnut, Spartan Motors, Inc., MI [M]

Charles D. Drake, Ferno, IN [M]

James D. Green, National Institute for Occupational Safety &
Health, WV [RT]

Brian D. Hicks, Navistar/International Truck & Engine
Corporation, OH [M]

Paul Holzapfel, REV Ambulance Group/Wheeled Coach
Industries, Inc., FL. [M]

James J. Juneau, Juneau, Boll, Stacy, & Ucherek, PLLC, TX [SE]

Joseph V. Maruca, West Barnstable Fire Department, MA [U]
Rep. National Volunteer Fire Council

Erik McCoy, Prince William County Fire and Rescue Department,
VA [L]

Rep. International Association of Fire Fighters
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Mike T. McEvoy, Saratoga County, NY [U]

Rep. International Association of Fire Chiefs

Ken Beers, Canandaigua Emergency Squad, Inc., NY [L]
(Voting alt.)

Thomas Breyer, International Association of Fire Fighters, DC [L]
(Alt. to Erik McCoy)

Chad J. C. Brown, Braun Industries, Inc., OH [M]
(Alt. to Steven Lewis Merkle)

Daniel Buckingham, U.S. General Services Administration, DC [E]
(Alt. to John W. McDonald)

Jacob Cartner, Ferno, OH [M]
(Alt. to Charles D. Drake)

Eric Chaney, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, MD [E]
(Alt. to Richard W. Patrick)

Michael Franckowiak, Weldon Technology, OH [M]
(Alt. to Steve Rowland)

ohn T. Haley, American Medical Response, Inc., MA [U]
y: P
(Alt. to Ronald W. Thackery)

Ken Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison

Mark D. Meijer, Life EMS Ambulance, MI [U]
Rep. American Ambulance Association
Steven Lewis Merkle, Braun Industries, OH [M]
Tom Mitchell, NC Office Of EMS, NC [E]
Rep. National Association of State EMS Officials
Richard W. Patrick, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, MD
[E]
Cory S. Richter, Indian River Fire Rescue, FL [L]
Rep. National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians

Steve Rowland, Demers Ambulances U.S.A., Inc., FL. [M]
Rep. Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Association

Kenneth Southard, Plano Fire Department, TX [L]
Rep. NFPA Fire Service Section

Stephen C. Spata, National Truck Equipment Association, MI [M]
William J. Tansey, Ballston Lake, NY [SE]
Ronald W. Thackery, American Medical Response, Inc., CO [U]
William Walton, Jr., Dagsboro, DE [U]

Rep. Delaware Volunteer Firefighters Association

Stephen Wilde, Certified Fleet Services, Inc., IL [IM]
Rep. Emergency Vehicle Technician Certification Commission

Alternates

Randy A. Hanson, ASV/American Emergency Vehicles, NC [M]
(Alt. to Paul Holzapfel)
Jason Holdeman, Progressive Engineering Inc., IN [RT]
(Alt. to Andrew J. Alger)
James E. Johannessen, UL LLC, PA [RT]
(Voting Alt.)
Kevin M. Lyons, Lyons Ambulance Service LLC, MA [U]
(Alt. to Mark D. Meijer)
Ed Mund, Centralia, WA [U]
(Alt. to Joseph V. Maruca)
Suzanne M. Prentiss, New Hampshire Department of Safety, NH
E
- (Alt. to Tom Mitchell)
Kevin Roberts, Roberts Repair Inc., WI [IM]
(Alt. to Stephen Wilde)

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the

back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
design and performance of ambulances used to provide patient care and transport under

emergency conditions.
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