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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA
®
 STANDARDS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA
®
 codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document

contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on �re and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certi�cation or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certi�er or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that NFPA Standards may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An of�cial NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata
then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section on NFPA’s
website. There, the document information pages located at the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards”
provide up-to-date, document-speci�c information including any issued Tentative Interim Amendments
and Errata.

To view the document information page for a speci�c Standard, go to http://www.nfpa.org/docinfo
to choose from the list of NFPA Standards or use the search feature to select the NFPA Standard
number (e.g., NFPA 101). The document information page includes postings of all existing Tentative
Interim Amendments and Errata. It also includes the option to register for an “Alert” feature to receive
an automatic email noti�cation when new updates and other information are posted regarding the
document.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA
®
 STANDARDS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An of�cial NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the of�cial position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has �led a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such �led statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe
practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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This edition of NFPA 655, Standard for Prevention of Sulfur Fires and Explosions, was prepared by the
Technical Committee on Handling and Conveying of Dusts, Vapors, and Gases and released by the
Correlating Committee on Combustible Dusts. It was issued by the Standards Council on November
11, 2016, with an effective date of December 1, 2016, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 655 was approved as an American National Standard on December 1, 2016.

Origin and Development of NFPA 655

This standard was �rst presented to the Association as a progress report in 1938 by the Committee
on Dust Explosion Hazards. It was tentatively adopted in 1939. After some revision, it was of�cially
adopted in 1940. Amendments were adopted in 1946, 1947, 1959, 1968, and 1971.

In 1976, responsibility for the document was transferred to the Technical Committee on
Fundamentals of Dust Explosion Prevention and Control. The Technical Committee completely
revised the 1971 edition to effect minor technical amendments and to editorially revise the
document to comply with the NFPA Manual of Style.

Due to limited technological changes in this subject area between 1982 and 1988, the Committee
recon�rmed the text as it had appeared in the 1982 version. Editorial changes and changes to allow
the document to adhere more closely to the 1986 edition of the NFPA Manual of Style, were
incorporated into the 1988 edition.

For the 1993 edition, the Committee made minor revisions to Chapter 2 for handling �nely
divided sulfur in bulk and minor revisions to the �re-�ghting procedures to be used when �ghting
�res involving sulfur.

The 2001 edition contained editorial changes associated with incorporation of the 2000 edition of
the Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents. The Committee also made minor revisions
to Chapter 6 to address operating precautions for pits and tank sections and to clarify protection for
covered liquid sulfur storage tanks.

The 2007 edition included a complete revision of the standard, which was highlighted by the
addition of three new chapters and the revision of Chapter 4, which combined the requirements
applicable to both �nely divided and coarse sulfur. These chapters re�ected the Committee’s efforts
to expand the dust hazard control requirements within the standard. The new chapters—Chapter 7,
Fugitive Dust Control and Housekeeping; Chapter 8, Training and Procedures; and Chapter 9,
Inspection and Maintenance—were based upon dust hazard evaluation and control processes found
in NFPA 654, Standard for the Prevention of Fire and Dust Explosions from the Manufacturing, Processing, and
Handling of Combustible Particulate Solids, 2006 edition. This edition also contained new requirements
applicable to intermediate bulk containers (IBCs).

Revisions to the 2012 edition of NFPA 655 focused on updates to the requirements in Chapter 4
for solid sulfur to coordinate with combustible dust hazard assessment and control. Key changes
included:

(1) De�nitions for dust �ash �re hazard area and dust explosion hazard area were added.
(2) Methods to determine where hazardous dust conditions exist were added to be consistent

with NFPA 654.
(3) Housekeeping requirements were updated to include preferred methods and guidance on

cleaning frequency.
(4) Requirements for contractors and subcontractors were added.
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(5) Personal protection equipment (PPE) requirements related to �ash �re hazard protection
were added.

(6) Fire-�ghting requirements were modi�ed to re�ect changes in equipment.
(7) References were updated.
(8) Annex commentary regarding �exible intermediate bulk containers (FIBC) use and

cautions against static hazards were added.

For the 2017 edition, revisions include changes to de�nitions and other material within the standard to correlate with NFPA
654, clari�cation of the scope of the document and its relationship to NFPA 654, and changes to the requirements for the use
of steam in �re �ghting.
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