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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO

member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical

committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has

the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in

liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical

Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.

Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 14041 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 207, Environmental management,
Subcommittee SC 5, Life cycle assessment.

Annexes A and B of this International Standard are for information only.
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Introduction

This International Standard deals with two phases of Life Cycle Assessment (LCA), goal and scope definition and

Life Cycle Inventory analysis (LCI), as defined in ISO 14040.

The goal and scope definition phase is important because it determines why an LCA is being conducted (including

the intended use of the results) and describes the system to be studied and the data categories to be studied. The

purpose, scope and intended use of the study will influence the direction and depth of the study, addressing issues

such as the geographic extent and time horizon of the study and the quality of data which will be necessary.

The LCI involves the collection of the data necessary to meet the goals of the defined study. It is essentially an

inventory of input/output data with respect to the system being studied.

In the interpretation phase of LCI (see clause 7 of this International Standard), the data are evaluated in light of the

goal and scope, the collection of additional data, or both. The interpretation phase also typically results in an

improved understanding of the data for reporting purposes. Since LCI is a collection and analysis of input/output

data and not an assessment of the environmental impacts associated with those data, the interpretation of LCI

results alone cannot be the basis for reaching conclusions about relative environmental impacts.

This International Standard may be used to:

 assist organizations in obtaining a systematic view of interconnected product systems;

 formulate the goal and scope of the study, define and model the systems to be analysed, collect the data and

report the results of an LCI;

 establish a baseline of environmental performance for a given product1) system by quantifying the use of

energy flows and raw materials and emissions to air, water and land (environmental input and output data)

associated with that system both for the whole system but also broken down by unit process;

 identify those unit processes within a product system where the greatest use of energy flows, raw materials and

emissions occur with a view to making targeted improvements;

 provide data for subsequent use to help define ecolabelling criteria;

 help to set policy options, e.g. concerning procurement.

This list is not exclusive, although it does summarize the primary reasons why LCI studies are carried out.

Complementary International Standards ISO 14042 and ISO 14043 concerning further phases of LCA are under

preparation (see Bibliography). A Technical Report providing examples of practice in carrying out an LCI as a

means of satisfying certain provisions of ISO 14041 is also under preparation.

                          

1)   In this International Standard, the term "product" used alone is synonymous to "product or service".
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