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903.3.8.1 Number of sprinklers. Limited area sprin-
kler systems shall not exceed six sprinklers in any sin-
gle fire area.

903.3.8.2 Occupancy hazard classification. Only
areas classified by NFPA 13 as Light Hazard or Ordi-
nary Hazard Group 1 shall be permitted to be protected
by limited area sprinkler systems.

903.3.8.3 Piping arrangement. Where a limited area
sprinkler system is installed in a building with an auto-
matic wet standpipe system, sprinklers shall be sup-
plied by the standpipe system. Where a limited area
sprinkler system is installed in a building without an
automatic wet standpipe system, water shall be permit-
ted to be supplied by the plumbing system provided
that the plumbing system is capable of simultaneously
supplying domestic and sprinkler demands.

903.3.8.4 Supervision. Control valves shall not be
installed between the water supply and sprinklers
unless the valves are of an approved indicating type
that are supervised or secured in the open position.

903.3.8.5 Calculations. Hydraulic calculations in
accordance with NFPA 13 shall be provided to demon-
strate that the available water flow and pressure are
adequate to supply all sprinklers installed in any single
fire area with discharge densities corresponding to the
hazard classification.

[F] 903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms. Valves
controlling the water supply for automatic sprinkler systems,
pumps, tanks, water levels and temperatures, critical air pres-
sures and waterflow switches on all sprinkler systems shall be
electrically supervised by a listed fire alarm control unit.

Exceptions:

1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one- and
two-family dwellings.

2. Limited area sprinkler systems in accordance with
Section 903.3.8.

3. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in accordance
with NFPA 13R where a common supply main is
used to supply both domestic water and the auto-
matic sprinkler system, and a separate shutoff valve
for the automatic sprinkler system is not provided.

4. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked
in the open position.

5. Control valves to commercial kitchen hoods, paint
spray booths or dip tanks that are sealed or locked in
the open position.

6. Valves controlling the fuel supply to fire pump
engines that are sealed or locked in the open posi-
tion.

7. Trim valves to pressure switches in dry, preaction
and deluge sprinkler systems that are sealed or
locked in the open position.

[F] 903.4.1 Monitoring. Alarm, supervisory and trouble
signals shall be distinctly different and shall be automati-
cally transmitted to an approved supervising station or,

where approved by the fire code official, shall sound an
audible signal at a constantly attended location.

Exceptions:

1. Underground key or hub valves in roadway boxes
provided by the municipality or public utility are
not required to be monitored.

2. Backflow prevention device test valves located in
limited area sprinkler system supply piping shall
be locked in the open position. In occupancies
required to be equipped with a fire alarm system,
the backflow preventer valves shall be electri-
cally supervised by a tamper switch installed in
accordance with NFPA 72 and separately annun-
ciated.

[F] 903.4.2 Alarms. An approved audible device, located
on the exterior of the building in an approved location,
shall be connected to each automatic sprinkler system.
Such sprinkler waterflow alarm devices shall be activated
by water flow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler
of the smallest orifice size installed in the system. Where a
fire alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic
sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire alarm sys-
tem. 

[F] 903.4.3 Floor control valves. Approved supervised
indicating control valves shall be provided at the point of
connection to the riser on each floor in high-rise buildings. 

[F] 903.5 Testing and maintenance. Sprinkler systems shall
be tested and maintained in accordance with the International
Fire Code. 

SECTION 904
ALTERNATIVE AUTOMATIC

FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS

[F] 904.1 General. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems,
other than automatic sprinkler systems, shall be designed,
installed, inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with
the provisions of this section and the applicable referenced
standards.

[F] 904.2 Where permitted. Automatic fire-extinguishing
systems installed as an alternative to the required automatic
sprinkler systems of Section 903 shall be approved by the fire
code official.

[F] 904.2.1 Restriction on using automatic sprinkler
system exceptions or reductions. Automatic fire-extin-
guishing systems shall not be considered alternatives for
the purposes of exceptions or reductions allowed for auto-
matic sprinkler systems or by other requirements of this
code.

[F] 904.2.2 Commercial hood and duct systems. Each
required commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct sys-
tem required by Section 609 of the International Fire
Code or Chapter 5 of the International Mechanical Code
to have a Type I hood shall be protected with an approved
automatic fire-extinguishing system installed in accor-
dance with this code.
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[F] 904.3 Installation. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems
shall be installed in accordance with this section.

[F] 904.3.1 Electrical wiring. Electrical wiring shall be in
accordance with NFPA 70.

[F] 904.3.2 Actuation. Automatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tems shall be automatically actuated and provided with a
manual means of actuation in accordance with Section
904.11.1. Where more than one hazard could be simulta-
neously involved in fire due to their proximity, all hazards
shall be protected by a single system designed to protect
all hazards that could become involved.

Exception: Multiple systems shall be permitted to be
installed if they are designed to operate simultaneously.

[F] 904.3.3 System interlocking. Automatic equipment
interlocks with fuel shutoffs, ventilation controls, door
closers, window shutters, conveyor openings, smoke and
heat vents and other features necessary for proper opera-
tion of the fire-extinguishing system shall be provided as
required by the design and installation standard utilized for
the hazard.

[F] 904.3.4 Alarms and warning signs. Where alarms are
required to indicate the operation of automatic fire-extin-
guishing systems, distinctive audible and visible alarms
and warning signs shall be provided to warn of pending
agent discharge. Where exposure to automatic-extinguish-
ing agents poses a hazard to persons and a delay is
required to ensure the evacuation of occupants before
agent discharge, a separate warning signal shall be pro-
vided to alert occupants once agent discharge has begun.
Audible signals shall be in accordance with Section
907.5.2.

[F] 904.3.5 Monitoring. Where a building fire alarm sys-
tem is installed, automatic fire-extinguishing systems shall
be monitored by the building fire alarm system in accor-
dance with NFPA 72. 

[F] 904.4 Inspection and testing. Automatic fire-extinguish-
ing systems shall be inspected and tested in accordance with
the provisions of this section prior to acceptance. 

[F] 904.4.1 Inspection. Prior to conducting final accep-
tance tests, all of the following items shall be inspected:

1. Hazard specification for consistency with design
hazard.

2. Type, location and spacing of automatic- and man-
ual-initiating devices.

3. Size, placement and position of nozzles or discharge
orifices.

4. Location and identification of audible and visible
alarm devices.

5. Identification of devices with proper designations.

6. Operating instructions.

[F] 904.4.2 Alarm testing. Notification appliances, con-
nections to fire alarm systems and connections to
approved supervising stations shall be tested in accor-
dance with this section and Section 907 to verify proper
operation.

[F] 904.4.2.1 Audible and visible signals. The audibil-
ity and visibility of notification appliances signaling
agent discharge or system operation, where required,
shall be verified.

[F] 904.4.3 Monitor testing. Connections to protected
premises and supervising station fire alarm systems shall
be tested to verify proper identification and retransmission
of alarms from automatic fire-extinguishing systems. 

[F] 904.5 Wet-chemical systems. Wet-chemical extinguish-
ing systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically
inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 17A and their
listing. Records of inspections and testing shall be main-
tained.

[F] 904.6 Dry-chemical systems. Dry-chemical extinguish-
ing systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically
inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 17 and their
listing. Records of inspections and testing shall be main-
tained.

[F] 904.7 Foam systems. Foam-extinguishing systems shall
be installed, maintained, periodically inspected and tested in
accordance with NFPA 11 and NFPA 16 and their listing.
Records of inspections and testing shall be maintained.

[F] 904.8 Carbon dioxide systems. Carbon dioxide extin-
guishing systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically
inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 12 and their
listing. Records of inspections and testing shall be main-
tained.

[F] 904.9 Halon systems. Halogenated extinguishing sys-
tems shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected
and tested in accordance with NFPA 12A and their listing.
Records of inspections and testing shall be maintained.

[F] 904.10 Clean-agent systems. Clean-agent fire-extin-
guishing systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically
inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 2001 and their
listing. Records of inspections and testing shall be main-
tained.

[F] 904.11 Automatic water mist systems. Automatic water
mist systems shall be permitted in applications that are consis-
tent with the applicable listing or approvals and shall comply
with Sections 904.11.1 through 904.11.3. 

[F] 904.11.1 Design and installation requirements.
Automatic water mist systems shall be designed and
installed in accordance with Sections 904.11.1.1 through
904.11.1.4.

[F] 904.11.1.1 General. Automatic water mist systems
shall be designed and installed in accordance with
NFPA 750 and the manufacturer’s instructions.

[F] 904.11.1.2 Actuation. Automatic water mist sys-
tems shall be automatically actuated.

[F] 904.11.1.3 Water supply protection. Connections
to a potable water supply shall be protected against
backflow in accordance with the International Plumb-
ing Code.

[F] 904.11.1.4 Secondary water supply. Where a sec-
ondary water supply is required for an automatic sprin-
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kler system, an automatic water mist system shall be
provided with an approved secondary water supply.

[F] 904.11.2 Water mist system supervision and
alarms. Supervision and alarms shall be provided as
required for automatic sprinkler systems in accordance
with Section 903.4.

[F] 904.11.2.1 Monitoring. Monitoring shall be pro-
vided as required for automatic sprinkler systems in
accordance with Section 903.4.1.

[F] 904.11.2.2 Alarms. Alarms shall be provided as
required for automatic sprinkler systems in accordance
with Section 903.4.2.

[F] 904.11.2.3 Floor control valves. Floor control
valves shall be provided as required for automatic
sprinkler systems in accordance with Section 903.4.3.

[F] 904.11.3 Testing and maintenance. Automatic water
mist systems shall be tested and maintained in accordance
with the International Fire Code.

[F] 904.12 Commercial cooking systems. The automatic
fire-extinguishing system for commercial cooking systems
shall be of a type recognized for protection of commercial
cooking equipment and exhaust systems of the type and
arrangement protected. Preengineered automatic dry- and
wet-chemical extinguishing systems shall be tested in accor-
dance with UL 300 and listed and labeled for the intended
application. Other types of automatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tems shall be listed and labeled for specific use as protection
for commercial cooking operations. The system shall be
installed in accordance with this code, its listing and the man-
ufacturer’s installation instructions. Automatic fire-extin-
guishing systems of the following types shall be installed in
accordance with the referenced standard indicated, as fol-
lows:

1. Carbon dioxide extinguishing systems, NFPA 12.

2. Automatic sprinkler systems, NFPA 13.

3. Foam-water sprinkler system or foam-water spray sys-
tems, NFPA 16.

4. Dry-chemical extinguishing systems, NFPA 17.

5. Wet-chemical extinguishing systems, NFPA 17A.

Exception: Factory-built commercial cooking recirculat-
ing systems that are tested in accordance with UL 710B
and listed, labeled and installed in accordance with Sec-
tion 304.1 of the International Mechanical Code.

[F] 904.12.1 Manual system operation. A manual actua-
tion device shall be located at or near a means of egress
from the cooking area not less than 10 feet (3048 mm) and
not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) from the kitchen exhaust
system. The manual actuation device shall be installed not
more than 48 inches (1200 mm) or less than 42 inches
(1067 mm) above the floor and shall clearly identify the
hazard protected. The manual actuation shall require a
maximum force of 40 pounds (178 N) and a maximum

movement of 14 inches (356 mm) to actuate the fire sup-
pression system.

Exception: Automatic sprinkler systems shall not be
required to be equipped with manual actuation means.

[F] 904.12.2 System interconnection. The actuation of
the fire suppression system shall automatically shut down
the fuel or electrical power supply to the cooking equip-
ment. The fuel and electrical supply reset shall be manual.

[F] 904.12.3 Carbon dioxide systems. Where carbon
dioxide systems are used, there shall be a nozzle at the top
of the ventilating duct. Additional nozzles that are sym-
metrically arranged to give uniform distribution shall be
installed within vertical ducts exceeding 20 feet (6096
mm) and horizontal ducts exceeding 50 feet (15 240 mm).
Dampers shall be installed at either the top or the bottom
of the duct and shall be arranged to operate automatically
upon activation of the fire-extinguishing system. Where
the damper is installed at the top of the duct, the top nozzle
shall be immediately below the damper. Automatic carbon
dioxide fire-extinguishing systems shall be sufficiently
sized to protect against all hazards venting through a com-
mon duct simultaneously.

[F] 904.12.3.1 Ventilation system. Commercial-type
cooking equipment protected by an automatic carbon
dioxide-extinguishing system shall be arranged to shut
off the ventilation system upon activation.

[F] 904.12.4 Special provisions for automatic sprinkler
systems. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting commer-
cial-type cooking equipment shall be supplied from a sep-
arate, readily accessible, indicating-type control valve that
is identified. 

[F] 904.12.4.1 Listed sprinklers. Sprinklers used for
the protection of fryers shall be tested in accordance
with UL 199E, listed for that application and installed
in accordance with their listing.

[F] 904.13 Domestic cooking systems in Group I-2 Condi-
tion 1. In Group I-2 Condition 1, occupancies where cooking
facilities are installed in accordance with Section 407.2.6 of
this code, the domestic cooking hood provided over the cook-
top or range shall be equipped with an automatic fire-extin-
guishing system of a type recognized for protection of
domestic cooking equipment. Preengineered automatic extin-
guishing systems shall be tested in accordance with UL 300A
and listed and labeled for the intended application. The sys-
tem shall be installed in accordance with this code, its listing
and the manufacturer’s instructions.

[F] 904.13.1 Manual system operation and interconnec-
tion. Manual actuation and system interconnection for the
hood suppression system shall be installed in accordance
with Sections 904.12.1 and 904.12.2, respectively.

[F] 904.13.2 Portable fire extinguishers for domestic
cooking equipment in Group I-2 Condition 1. A porta-
ble fire extinguisher complying with Section 906 shall be
installed within a 30-foot (9144 mm) distance of travel
from domestic cooking appliances.
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SECTION 905
STANDPIPE SYSTEMS

[F] 905.1 General. Standpipe systems shall be provided in
new buildings and structures in accordance with Sections
905.2 through 905.10. In buildings used for high-piled com-
bustible storage, fire protection shall be in accordance with
the International Fire Code. 

[F] 905.2 Installation standard. Standpipe systems shall be
installed in accordance with this section and NFPA 14. Fire
department connections for standpipe systems shall be in
accordance with Section 912.

[F] 905.3 Required installations. Standpipe systems shall be
installed where required by Sections 905.3.1 through 905.3.8.
Standpipe systems are allowed to be combined with auto-
matic sprinkler systems.

Exception: Standpipe systems are not required in Group
R-3 occupancies.

[F] 905.3.1 Height. Class III standpipe systems shall be
installed throughout buildings where the floor level of the
highest story is located more than 30 feet (9144 mm)
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access,
or where the floor level of the lowest story is located more
than 30 feet (9144 mm) below the highest level of fire
department vehicle access. 

Exceptions:

1. Class I standpipes are allowed in buildings
equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler
system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or
903.3.1.2.

2. Class I manual standpipes are allowed in open
parking garages where the highest floor is
located not more than 150 feet (45 720 mm)
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle
access.

3. Class I manual dry standpipes are allowed in
open parking garages that are subject to freezing
temperatures, provided that the hose connections
are located as required for Class II standpipes in
accordance with Section 905.5.

4. Class I standpipes are allowed in basements
equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler
system.

5. In determining the lowest level of fire department
vehicle access, it shall not be required to consider
either of the following:

5.1. Recessed loading docks for four vehicles
or less.

5.2. Conditions where topography makes
access from the fire department vehicle to
the building impractical or impossible.

[F] 905.3.2 Group A. Class I automatic wet standpipes
shall be provided in nonsprinklered Group A buildings
having an occupant load exceeding 1,000 persons. 

Exceptions:

1. Open-air-seating spaces without enclosed spaces.

2. Class I automatic dry and semiautomatic dry
standpipes or manual wet standpipes are allowed
in buildings that are not high-rise buildings.

[F] 905.3.3 Covered and open mall buildings. Covered
mall and open mall buildings shall be equipped throughout
with a standpipe system where required by Section
905.3.1. Mall buildings not required to be equipped with a
standpipe system by Section 905.3.1 shall be equipped
with Class I hose connections connected to the automatic
sprinkler system sized to deliver water at 250 gallons per
minute (946.4 L/min) at the most hydraulically remote
hose connection while concurrently supplying the auto-
matic sprinkler system demand. The standpipe system
shall be designed to not exceed a 50 pounds per square
inch (psi) (345 kPa) residual pressure loss with a flow of
250 gallons per minute (946.4 L/min) from the fire depart-
ment connection to the hydraulically most remote hose
connection. Hose connections shall be provided at each of
the following locations: 

1. Within the mall at the entrance to each exit passage-
way or corridor.

2. At each floor-level landing within interior exit stair-
ways opening directly on the mall.

3. At exterior public entrances to the mall of a covered
mall building.

4. At public entrances at the perimeter line of an open
mall building.

5. At other locations as necessary so that the distance
to reach all portions of a tenant space does not
exceed 200 feet (60 960 mm) from a hose connec-
tion.

[F] 905.3.4 Stages. Stages greater than 1,000 square feet
in area (93 m2) shall be equipped with a Class III wet
standpipe system with 11/2-inch and 21/2-inch (38 mm and
64 mm) hose connections on each side of the stage. 

Exception: Where the building or area is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system, a 11/2-
inch (38 mm) hose connection shall be installed in
accordance with NFPA 13 or in accordance with NFPA
14 for Class II or III standpipes.

[F] 905.3.4.1 Hose and cabinet. The 11/2-inch (38 mm)
hose connections shall be equipped with sufficient
lengths of 11/2-inch (38 mm) hose to provide fire pro-
tection for the stage area. Hose connections shall be
equipped with an approved adjustable fog nozzle and
be mounted in a cabinet or on a rack. 
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[F] 905.3.5 Underground buildings. Underground build-
ings shall be equipped throughout with a Class I automatic
wet or manual wet standpipe system. 

[F] 905.3.6 Helistops and heliports. Buildings with a
rooftop helistop or heliport shall be equipped with a Class
I or III standpipe system extended to the roof level on
which the helistop or heliport is located in accordance
with Section 2007.5 of the International Fire Code. 

[F] 905.3.7 Marinas and boatyards. Standpipes in mari-
nas and boatyards shall comply with Chapter 36 of the
International Fire Code. 

[F] 905.3.8 Rooftop gardens and landscaped roofs.
Buildings or structures that have rooftop gardens or land-
scaped roofs and that are equipped with a standpipe sys-
tem shall have the standpipe system extended to the roof
level on which the rooftop garden or landscaped roof is
located. 

[F] 905.4 Location of Class I standpipe hose connections.
Class I standpipe hose connections shall be provided in all of
the following locations:

1. In every required interior exit stairway, a hose connec-
tion shall be provided for each story above and below
grade. Hose connections shall be located at an interme-
diate landing between stories, unless otherwise
approved by the fire code official.

2. On each side of the wall adjacent to the exit opening of
a horizontal exit.

Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to a horizon-
tal exit are reachable from an interior exit stairway
hose connection by a 30-foot (9144 mm) hose
stream from a nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 480
mm) of hose, a hose connection shall not be required
at the horizontal exit.

3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit
passageway to other areas of a building.

Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit
passageway are reachable from an interior exit stair-
way hose connection by a 30-foot (9144 mm) hose
stream from a nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 480
mm) of hose, a hose connection shall not be required
at the entrance from the exit passageway to other
areas of the building.

4. In covered mall buildings, adjacent to each exterior
public entrance to the mall and adjacent to each
entrance from an exit passageway or exit corridor to the
mall.  In open mall buildings, adjacent to each public
entrance to the mall at the perimeter line and adjacent
to each entrance from an exit passageway or exit corri-
dor to the mall.

5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical
in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope), a hose con-
nection shall be located to serve the roof or at the high-
est landing of an interior exit stairway with access to
the roof provided in accordance with Section 1011.12.

6. Where the most remote portion of a nonsprinklered
floor or story is more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) from a
hose connection or the most remote portion of a sprin-
klered floor or story is more than 200 feet (60 960 mm)
from a hose connection, the fire code official is autho-
rized to require that additional hose connections be pro-
vided in approved locations.

[F] 905.4.1 Protection. Risers and laterals of Class I
standpipe systems not located within an interior exit stair-
way shall be protected by a degree of fire resistance equal
to that required for vertical enclosures in the building in
which they are located. 

Exception: In buildings equipped throughout with an
approved automatic sprinkler system, laterals that are
not located within an interior exit stairway are not
required to be enclosed within fire-resistance-rated
construction.

[F] 905.4.2 Interconnection. In buildings where more
than one standpipe is provided, the standpipes shall be
interconnected in accordance with NFPA 14.

[F] 905.5 Location of Class II standpipe hose connections.
Class II standpipe hose connections shall be accessible and
located so that all portions of the building are within 30 feet
(9144 mm) of a nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 480 mm) of
hose. 

[F] 905.5.1 Groups A-1 and A-2. In Group A-1 and A-2
occupancies having occupant loads exceeding 1,000 per-
sons, hose connections shall be located on each side of any
stage, on each side of the rear of the auditorium, on each
side of the balcony and on each tier of dressing rooms.

[F] 905.5.2 Protection. Fire-resistance-rated protection of
risers and laterals of Class II standpipe systems is not
required. 

[F] 905.5.3 Class II system 1-inch hose. A minimum 1-
inch (25 mm) hose shall be allowed to be used for hose
stations in light-hazard occupancies where investigated
and listed for this service and where approved by the fire
code official. 

[F] 905.6 Location of Class III standpipe hose connec-
tions. Class III standpipe systems shall have hose connec-
tions located as required for Class I standpipes in Section
905.4 and shall have Class II hose connections as required in
Section 905.5. 

[F] 905.6.1 Protection. Risers and laterals of Class III
standpipe systems shall be protected as required for Class I
systems in accordance with Section 905.4.1.

[F] 905.6.2 Interconnection. In buildings where more
than one Class III standpipe is provided, the standpipes
shall be interconnected in accordance with NFPA 14. 

[F] 905.7 Cabinets. Cabinets containing fire-fighting equip-
ment such as standpipes, fire hoses, fire extinguishers or fire
department valves shall not be blocked from use or obscured
from view.

[F] 905.7.1 Cabinet equipment identification. Cabinets
shall be identified in an approved manner by a perma-
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nently attached sign with letters not less than 2 inches (51
mm) high in a color that contrasts with the background
color, indicating the equipment contained therein. 

Exceptions:

1. Doors not large enough to accommodate a writ-
ten sign shall be marked with a permanently
attached pictogram of the equipment contained
therein.

2. Doors that have either an approved visual identi-
fication clear glass panel or a complete glass door
panel are not required to be marked.

[F] 905.7.2 Locking cabinet doors. Cabinets shall be
unlocked.

Exceptions:

1. Visual identification panels of glass or other
approved transparent frangible material that is
easily broken and allows access.

2. Approved locking arrangements.

3. Group I-3.

[F] 905.8 Dry standpipes. Dry standpipes shall not be
installed.

Exception: Where subject to freezing and in accordance
with NFPA 14.

[F] 905.9 Valve supervision. Valves controlling water sup-
plies shall be supervised in the open position so that a change
in the normal position of the valve will generate a supervisory
signal at the supervising station required by Section 903.4.
Where a fire alarm system is provided, a signal shall be trans-
mitted to the control unit.

Exceptions:

1. Valves to underground key or hub valves in road-
way boxes provided by the municipality or public
utility do not require supervision.

2. Valves locked in the normal position and inspected
as provided in this code in buildings not equipped
with a fire alarm system.

[F] 905.10 During construction. Standpipe systems required
during construction and demolition operations shall be pro-
vided in accordance with Section 3311. 

SECTION 906
PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

[F] 906.1 Where required. Portable fire extinguishers shall
be installed in all of the following locations:

1. In Group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R-1, R-2, R-4 and S occu-
pancies.

Exception: In Group R-2 occupancies, portable fire
extinguishers shall be required only in locations
specified in Items 2 through 6 where each dwelling
unit is provided with a portable fire extinguisher
having a minimum rating of 1-A:10-B:C.

2. Within 30 feet (9144 mm) of commercial cooking
equipment.

3. In areas where flammable or combustible liquids are
stored, used or dispensed.

4. On each floor of structures under construction, except
Group R-3 occupancies, in accordance with Section
3315.1 of the International Fire Code.

5. Where required by the International Fire Code sections
indicated in Table 906.1.

6. Special-hazard areas, including but not limited to labo-
ratories, computer rooms and generator rooms, where
required by the fire code official.

[F] 906.2 General requirements. Portable fire extinguishers
shall be selected and installed in accordance with this section
and NFPA 10.

Exceptions:

1. The distance of travel to reach an extinguisher shall
not apply to the spectator seating portions of Group
A-5 occupancies.

2. In Group I-3, portable fire extinguishers shall be
permitted to be located at staff locations.

[F] 906.3 Size and distribution. The size and distribution of
portable fire extinguishers shall be in accordance with Sec-
tions 906.3.1 through 906.3.4.

[F] 906.3.1 Class A fire hazards. The minimum sizes and
distribution of portable fire extinguishers for occupancies
that involve primarily Class A fire hazards shall comply
with Table 906.3(1).

[F] 906.3.2 Class B fire hazards. Portable fire extinguish-
ers for occupancies involving flammable or combustible
liquids with depths less than or equal to 0.25-inch (6.4
mm) shall be selected and placed in accordance with Table
906.3(2). 

Portable fire extinguishers for occupancies involving
flammable or combustible liquids with a depth of greater
than 0.25-inch (6.4 mm) shall be selected and placed in
accordance with NFPA 10.

[F] 906.3.3 Class C fire hazards. Portable fire extin-
guishers for Class C fire hazards shall be selected and
placed on the basis of the anticipated Class A or B hazard.

[F] 906.3.4 Class D fire hazards. Portable fire extin-
guishers for occupancies involving combustible metals
shall be selected and placed in accordance with NFPA 10.

[F] 906.4 Cooking grease fires. Fire extinguishers provided
for the protection of cooking grease fires shall be of an
approved type compatible with the automatic fire-extinguish-
ing system agent and in accordance with Section 904.12.5 of
the International Fire Code.

[F] 906.5 Conspicuous location. Portable fire extinguishers
shall be located in conspicuous locations where they will be
readily accessible and immediately available for use. These
locations shall be along normal paths of travel, unless the fire
code official determines that the hazard posed indicates the
need for placement away from normal paths of travel.
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[F] 906.6 Unobstructed and unobscured. Portable fire
extinguishers shall not be obstructed or obscured from view.
In rooms or areas in which visual obstruction cannot be com-
pletely avoided, means shall be provided to indicate the loca-
tions of extinguishers.

[F] 906.7 Hangers and brackets. Hand-held portable fire
extinguishers, not housed in cabinets, shall be installed on the
hangers or brackets supplied. Hangers or brackets shall be
securely anchored to the mounting surface in accordance with
the manufacturer’s installation instructions.

[F] 906.8 Cabinets. Cabinets used to house portable fire
extinguishers shall not be locked.

Exceptions:

1. Where portable fire extinguishers subject to mali-
cious use or damage are provided with a means of
ready access.

2. In Group I-3 occupancies and in mental health areas
in Group I-2 occupancies, access to portable fire

[F] TABLE 906.1
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN 

THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE

IFC SECTION SUBJECT

303.5 Asphalt kettles

307.5 Open burning

308.1.3 Open flames—torches

309.4 Powered industrial trucks

2005.2 Aircraft towing vehicles

2005.3 Aircraft welding apparatus

2005.4 Aircraft fuel-servicing tank vehicles

2005.5 Aircraft hydrant fuel-servicing vehicles

2005.6 Aircraft fuel-dispensing stations

2007.7 Heliports and helistops

2108.4 Dry cleaning plants

2305.5 Motor fuel-dispensing facilities

2310.6.4 Marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities

2311.6 Repair garages

2404.4.1 Spray-finishing operations

2405.4.2 Dip-tank operations

2406.4.2 Powder-coating areas

2804.3 Lumberyards/woodworking facilities

2808.8 Recycling facilities

2809.5 Exterior lumber storage

2903.5 Organic-coating areas

3006.3 Industrial ovens

3104.12 Tents and membrane structures

3206.10 High-piled storage

3315.1 Buildings under construction or demolition

3317.3 Roofing operations

3408.2 Tire rebuilding/storage

3504.2.6 Welding and other hot work

3604.4 Marinas

3703.6 Combustible fibers

5703.2.1 Flammable and combustible liquids, general

5704.3.3.1 Indoor storage of flammable and combustible liquids

5704.3.7.5.2
Liquid storage rooms for flammable and combustible 

liquids

5705.4.9 Solvent distillation units

5706.2.7
Farms and construction sites—flammable and 

combustible liquids storage

5706.4.10.1
Bulk plants and terminals for flammable and 

combustible liquids

5706.5.4.5
Commercial, industrial, governmental or 

manufacturing establishments—fuel dispensing

5706.6.4 Tank vehicles for flammable and combustible liquids

5906.5.7 Flammable solids

6108.2 LP-gas

[F]TABLE 906.3(1)
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS FOR CLASS A FIRE HAZARDS

For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm, 1 square foot = 0.0929m2, 1 gallon = 3.785 L.

a. Two 21/2-gallon water-type extinguishers shall be deemed the equivalent

of one 4-A rated extinguisher.

b. Annex E.3.3 of NFPA 10 provides more details concerning application of

the maximum floor area criteria.

c. Two water-type extinguishers each with a 1-A rating shall be deemed the

equivalent of one 2-A rated extinguisher for Light (Low) Hazard

Occupancies. 

 [F] TABLE 906.3(2)
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS FOR FLAMMABLE OR 

COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS WITH DEPTHS 
LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 0.25 INCH

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm.

Note: For requirements on water-soluble flammable liquids and alternative 

sizing criteria, see Section 5.5 of NFPA 10.

LIGHT
(Low)

HAZARD 
OCCUPANCY

ORDINARY 
(Moderate) 
HAZARD 

OCCUPANCY

EXTRA
 (High) 

HAZARD 
OCCUPANCY

Minimum rated sin-

gle extinguisher
2-Ac 2-A 4-Aa 

Maximum floor area 

per unit of A

3,000 
square feet

1,500 
square feet

1,000 
square feet

Maximum floor area 

for extinguisherb

11,250 
square feet

11,250 
square feet

11,250 
square feet

Maximum distance of 

travel to extinguisher
75 feet 75 feet 75 feet

TYPE OF HAZARD
BASIC MINIMUM 

EXTINGUISHER RATING

MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE OF TRAVEL 

TO EXTINGUISHERS 
(feet)

Light 
(Low)

5-B
10-B

30
50

Ordinary 
(Moderate)

10-B
20-B

30
50

Extra (High)
40-B
80-B

30
50
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extinguishers shall be permitted to be locked or to be
located in staff locations provided the staff has keys.

[F] 906.9 Extinguisher installation. The installation of por-
table fire extinguishers shall be in accordance with Sections
906.9.1 through 906.9.3.

[F] 906.9.1 Extinguishers weighing 40 pounds or less.
Portable fire extinguishers having a gross weight not
exceeding 40 pounds (18 kg) shall be installed so that their
tops are not more than 5 feet (1524 mm) above the floor.

[F] 906.9.2 Extinguishers weighing more than 40
pounds. Hand-held portable fire extinguishers having a
gross weight exceeding 40 pounds (18 kg) shall be
installed so that their tops are not more than 3.5 feet (1067
mm) above the floor.

[F] 906.9.3 Floor clearance. The clearance between the
floor and the bottom of installed hand-held portable fire
extinguishers shall be not less than 4 inches (102 mm).

[F] 906.10 Wheeled units. Wheeled fire extinguishers shall
be conspicuously located in a designated location. 

SECTION 907
FIRE ALARM AND DETECTION SYSTEMS

[F] 907.1 General. This section covers the application,
installation, performance and maintenance of fire alarm sys-
tems and their components.

[F] 907.1.1 Construction documents. Construction docu-
ments for fire alarm systems shall be of sufficient clarity to
indicate the location, nature and extent of the work pro-
posed and show in detail that it will conform to the provi-
sions of this code, the International Fire Code and
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, as deter-
mined by the fire code official.

[F] 907.1.2 Fire alarm shop drawings. Shop drawings
for fire alarm systems shall be submitted for review and
approval prior to system installation, and shall include, but
not be limited to, all of the following where applicable to
the system being installed:

1. A floor plan that indicates the use of all rooms.

2. Locations of alarm-initiating devices.

3. Locations of alarm notification appliances, includ-
ing candela ratings for visible alarm notification
appliances.

4. Design minimum audibility level for occupant
notification.

5. Location of fire alarm control unit, transponders
and notification power supplies.

6. Annunciators.

7. Power connection.

8. Battery calculations.

9. Conductor type and sizes.

10. Voltage drop calculations.

11. Manufacturers’ data sheets indicating model num-
bers and listing information for equipment,
devices and materials.

12. Details of ceiling height and construction.

13. The interface of fire safety control functions.

14. Classification of the supervising station.

[F] 907.1.3 Equipment. Systems and components shall be
listed and approved for the purpose for which they are
installed.

[F] 907.2 Where required—new buildings and structures.
An approved fire alarm system installed in accordance with
the provisions of this code and NFPA 72 shall be provided in
new buildings and structures in accordance with Sections
907.2.1 through 907.2.23 and provide occupant notification
in accordance with Section 907.5, unless other requirements
are provided by another section of this code.

Not fewer than one manual fire alarm box shall be pro-
vided in an approved location to initiate a fire alarm signal
for fire alarm systems employing automatic fire detectors or
waterflow detection devices. Where other sections of this
code allow elimination of fire alarm boxes due to sprinklers, a
single fire alarm box shall be installed.

Exceptions:

1. The manual fire alarm box is not required for fire
alarm systems dedicated to elevator recall control
and supervisory service.

2. The manual fire alarm box is not required for Group
R-2 occupancies unless required by the fire code
official to provide a means for fire watch personnel
to initiate an alarm during a sprinkler system impair-
ment event. Where provided, the manual fire alarm
box shall not be located in an area that is accessible
to the public.

[F] 907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that
activates the occupant notification system in accordance
with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupan-
cies where the occupant load due to the assembly occu-
pancy is 300 or more.  Group A occupancies not separated
from one another in accordance with Section 707.3.10
shall be considered as a single occupancy for the purposes
of applying this section.  Portions of Group E occupancies
occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a
fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
where the building is equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification appli-
ances will activate throughout the notification zones
upon sprinkler water flow.

[F] 907.2.1.1 System initiation in Group A occupan-
cies with an occupant load of 1,000 or more. Activa-
tion of the fire alarm in Group A occupancies with an
occupant load of 1,000 or more shall initiate a signal
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using an emergency voice/alarm communications sys-
tem in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2.

Exception: Where approved, the prerecorded
announcement is allowed to be manually deacti-
vated for a period of time, not to exceed 3 minutes,
for the sole purpose of allowing a live voice
announcement from an approved, constantly
attended location.

[F] 907.2.1.2 Emergency voice/alarm communica-
tion captions. Stadiums, arenas and grandstands
required to caption audible public announcements shall
be in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2.4.

[F] 907.2.2 Group B. A manual fire alarm system shall be
installed in Group B occupancies where one of the follow-
ing conditions exists: 

1. The combined Group B occupant load of all floors
is 500 or more.

2. The Group B occupant load is more than 100 per-
sons above or below the lowest level of exit dis-
charge.

3. The fire area contains an ambulatory care facility.

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
where the building is equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification appli-
ances will activate throughout the notification zones
upon sprinkler water flow.

[F] 907.2.2.1 Ambulatory care facilities. Fire areas
containing ambulatory care facilities shall be provided
with an electronically supervised automatic smoke
detection system installed within the ambulatory care
facility and in public use areas outside of tenant spaces,
including public corridors and elevator lobbies.

Exception: Buildings equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Sec-
tion 903.3.1.1, provided the occupant notification
appliances will activate throughout the notification
zones upon sprinkler waterflow.

[F] 907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that ini-
tiates the occupant notification signal utilizing an emer-
gency voice/alarm communication system meeting the
requirements of Section 907.5.2.2 and installed in accor-
dance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E
occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke
detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be
connected to the building fire alarm system. 

Exceptions:

1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in
Group E occupancies with an occupant load of
50 or less.

2. Emergency voice/alarm communication systems
meeting the requirements of Section 907.5.2.2
and installed in accordance with Section 907.6
shall not be required in Group E occupancies
with occupant loads of 100 or less, provided that

activation of the manual fire alarm system initi-
ates an approved occupant notification signal in
accordance with Section 907.5.

3. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in
Group E occupancies where all of the following
apply:

3.1. Interior corridors are protected by smoke
detectors.

3.2. Auditoriums, cafeterias, gymnasiums and
similar areas are protected by heat detec-
tors or other approved detection devices.

3.3. Shops and laboratories involving dusts or
vapors are protected by heat detectors or
other approved detection devices.

4. Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in
Group E occupancies where all of the following
apply:

4.1. The building is equipped throughout with
an approved automatic sprinkler system
installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1.

4.2. The emergency voice/alarm communica-
tion system will activate on sprinkler
waterflow.

4.3. Manual activation is provided from a nor-
mally occupied location.

[F] 907.2.4 Group F. A manual fire alarm system that
activates the occupant notification system in accordance
with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group F occupan-
cies where both of the following conditions exist:

1. The Group F occupancy is two or more stories in
height.

2. The Group F occupancy has a combined occupant
load of 500 or more above or below the lowest level
of exit discharge.

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
where the building is equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification appli-
ances will activate throughout the notification zones
upon sprinkler water flow.

[F] 907.2.5 Group H. A manual fire alarm system that
activates the occupant notification system in accordance
with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group H-5 occu-
pancies and in occupancies used for the manufacture of
organic coatings. An automatic smoke detection system
shall be installed for highly toxic gases, organic peroxides
and oxidizers in accordance with Chapters 60, 62 and 63,
respectively, of the International Fire Code. 

[F] 907.2.6 Group I. A manual fire alarm system that acti-
vates the occupant notification system in accordance with
Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group I occupancies.
An automatic smoke detection system that activates the
occupant notification system in accordance with Section
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907.5 shall be provided in accordance with Sections
907.2.6.1, 907.2.6.2 and 907.2.6.3.3.

Exceptions:

1. Manual fire alarm boxes in sleeping units of
Group I-1 and I-2 occupancies shall not be
required at exits if located at all care providers’
control stations or other constantly attended staff
locations, provided such stations are visible and
continuously accessible and that the distances of
travel required in Section 907.4.2.1 are not
exceeded.

2. Occupant notification systems are not required to
be activated where private mode signaling
installed in accordance with NFPA 72 is
approved by the fire code official and staff evac-
uation responsibilities are included in the fire
safety and evacuation plan required by Section
404 of the International Fire Code.

[F] 907.2.6.1 Group I-1. In Group I-1 occupancies, an
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in
corridors, waiting areas open to corridors and habit-
able spaces other than sleeping units and kitchens. The
system shall be activated in accordance with Section
907.5.

Exceptions:

1. For Group I-1 Condition 1 occupancies,
smoke detection in habitable spaces is not
required where the facility is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system
installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.

2. Smoke detection is not required for exterior
balconies.

[F] 907.2.6.1.1 Smoke alarms. Single- and multi-
ple-station smoke alarms shall be installed in accor-
dance with Section 907.2.11. 

[F] 907.2.6.2 Group I-2. An automatic smoke detec-
tion system shall be installed in corridors in Group I-2
Condition 1 facilities and spaces permitted to be open
to the corridors by Section 407.2. The system shall be
activated in accordance with Section 907.4. Group I-2
Condition 2 occupancies shall be equipped with an
automatic smoke detection system as required in Sec-
tion 407.

Exceptions:

1. Corridor smoke detection is not required in
smoke compartments that contain sleeping
units where such units are provided with
smoke detectors that comply with UL 268.
Such detectors shall provide a visual display
on the corridor side of each sleeping unit and
shall provide an audible and visual alarm at
the care providers’ station attending each unit.

2. Corridor smoke detection is not required in
smoke compartments that contain sleeping
units where sleeping unit doors are equipped

with automatic door-closing devices with inte-
gral smoke detectors on the unit sides installed
in accordance with their listing, provided that
the integral detectors perform the required
alerting function.

[F] 907.2.6.3 Group I-3 occupancies. Group I-3 occu-
pancies shall be equipped with a manual fire alarm sys-
tem and automatic smoke detection system installed for
alerting staff.

[F] 907.2.6.3.1 System initiation. Actuation of an
automatic fire-extinguishing system, automatic
sprinkler system, a manual fire alarm box or a fire
detector shall initiate an approved fire alarm signal
that automatically notifies staff.

[F] 907.2.6.3.2 Manual fire alarm boxes. Manual
fire alarm boxes are not required to be located in
accordance with Section 907.4.2 where the fire
alarm boxes are provided at staff-attended locations
having direct supervision over areas where manual
fire alarm boxes have been omitted.

[F] 907.2.6.3.2.1 Manual fire alarm boxes in
detainee areas. Manual fire alarm boxes are
allowed to be locked in areas occupied by detain-
ees, provided that staff members are present
within the subject area and have keys readily
available to operate the manual fire alarm boxes.

[F] 907.2.6.3.3 Automatic smoke detection sys-
tem. An automatic smoke detection system shall be
installed throughout resident housing areas, includ-
ing sleeping units and contiguous day rooms, group
activity spaces and other common spaces normally
accessible to residents.

Exceptions:

1. Other approved smoke detection arrange-
ments providing equivalent protection,
including, but not limited to, placing detec-
tors in exhaust ducts from cells or behind
protective guards listed for the purpose, are
allowed when necessary to prevent damage
or tampering.

2. Sleeping units in Use Conditions 2 and 3 as
described in Section 308.

3. Smoke detectors are not required in sleep-
ing units with four or fewer occupants in
smoke compartments that are equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler sys-
tem installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1.

[F] 907.2.7 Group M. A manual fire alarm system that
activates the occupant notification system in accordance
with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group M occupan-
cies where one of the following conditions exists:

1. The combined Group M occupant load of all floors
is 500 or more persons.
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2. The Group M occupant load is more than 100 per-
sons above or below the lowest level of exit dis-
charge.

Exceptions:

1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in
covered or open mall buildings complying with
Section 402.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where
the building is equipped throughout with an auto-
matic sprinkler system installed in accordance
with Section 903.3.1.1 and the occupant notifica-
tion appliances will automatically activate
throughout the notification zones upon sprinkler
water flow.

[F] 907.2.7.1 Occupant notification. During times that
the building is occupied, the initiation of a signal from
a manual fire alarm box or from a waterflow switch
shall not be required to activate the alarm notification
appliances when an alarm signal is activated at a con-
stantly attended location from which evacuation
instructions shall be initiated over an emergency voice/
alarm communication system installed in accordance
with Section 907.5.2.2.

[F] 907.2.8 Group R-1. Fire alarm systems and smoke
alarms shall be installed in Group R-1 occupancies as
required in Sections 907.2.8.1 through 907.2.8.3.

[F] 907.2.8.1 Manual fire alarm system. A manual
fire alarm system that activates the occupant notifica-
tion system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be
installed in Group R- 1 occupancies. 

Exceptions:

1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in
buildings not more than two stories in height
where all individual sleeping units and contig-
uous attic and crawl spaces to those units are
separated from each other and public or com-
mon areas by not less than 1-hour fire parti-
tions and each individual sleeping unit has an
exit directly to a public way, egress court or
yard.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
throughout the building where all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met:

2.1. The building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system
installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2.

2.2. The notification appliances will acti-
vate upon sprinkler water flow.

2.3. Not fewer than one manual fire alarm
box is installed at an approved loca-
tion.

[F] 907.2.8.2 Automatic smoke detection system. An
automatic smoke detection system that activates the
occupant notification system in accordance with Sec-
tion 907.5 shall be installed throughout all interior cor-
ridors serving sleeping units.

Exception: An automatic smoke detection system is
not required in buildings that do not have interior
corridors serving sleeping units and where each
sleeping unit has a means of egress door opening
directly to an exit or to an exterior exit access that
leads directly to an exit.

[F] 907.2.8.3 Smoke alarms. Single- and multiple-sta-
tion smoke alarms shall be installed in accordance with
Section 907.2.11.

[F] 907.2.9 Group R-2. Fire alarm systems and smoke
alarms shall be installed in Group R-2 occupancies as
required in Sections 907.2.9.1 through 907.2.9.3.

[F] 907.2.9.1 Manual fire alarm system. A manual
fire alarm system that activates the occupant notifica-
tion system in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be
installed in Group R-2 occupancies where any of the
following conditions apply:

1. Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located three
or more stories above the lowest level of exit dis-
charge.

2. Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located
more than one story below the highest level of
exit discharge of exits serving the dwelling unit
or sleeping unit.

3. The building contains more than 16 dwelling
units or sleeping units.

Exceptions:

1. A fire alarm system is not required in build-
ings not more than two stories in height where
all dwelling units or sleeping units and contig-
uous attic and crawl spaces are separated from
each other and public or common areas by not
less than 1-hour fire partitions and each dwell-
ing unit or sleeping unit has an exit directly to
a public way, egress court or yard.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
where the building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system installed in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or
903.3.1.2 and the occupant notification appli-
ances will automatically activate throughout
the notification zones upon a sprinkler water
flow.

3. A fire alarm system is not required in build-
ings that do not have interior corridors serving
dwelling units and are protected by an
approved automatic sprinkler system installed
in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or
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