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ENGI NEERI NG EQUI PMENT AND MATERI ALS USERS'  ASSOCI ATI ON 

 

 
The Engineering Equipm ent  and Materials Users' Associat ion, m ore com m only 

known as EEMUA, is a European non-profit  membership Associat ion helping 

companies that  own or operate indust r ial facilit ies -  the users of engineering 

equipment  and materials. 

 

EEMUA aims to improve the safety, environmental and operat ing performance of 

indust r ial facilit ies in the most  cost -effect ive way, thereby dem onst rat ing and 

pursuing leadership in asset  m anagem ent . 

 

EEMUA Mem bers pursue these aim s through collaborat ion for mutual benefit ,  

sharing engineering experiences and expert ise and by promot ing their dist inct  

interests as the users of engineering products. 

 

Specifically,  the aims of EEMUA Member companies are achieved by:  

 

– providing the organisat ion within which networking, informat ion sharing and 

collaborat ion on non-compet it ive technical mat ters can take place;  

– influencing the way writ ten regulat ions are interpreted and applied in pract ice;  

– present ing and promot ing Members' views, and encouraging the applicat ion of 

good, sound engineering pract ices;  

– developing user guides, specificat ions, t raining and com petency schem es;  

– facilitat ing Members' part icipat ion in nat ional and internat ional standards making;  

– influencing relevant  nat ional and European legislat ion and regulat ions. 

 

Formed in 1949 as the Engineering Equipment  Users’ Associat ion, and re-named 

in 1983 (as a result  of taking over the m aterials associat ion, OCMA) , EEMUA has 

for m ore than fifty years given com panies that  own and operate process plants, 

power stat ions and other significant  indust r ial facilit ies, a collaborat ive voice in 

addressing technical and engineering related issues that  impact  on good integrit y 

management  and asset  management  pract ices.  The Associat ion is open to 

companies of all sizes that  meet  its 'engineering user' cr iter ia.  Further details of 

current  Members of EEMUA is available on the Associat ion's website, 

www.eemua.org. 

 

EEMUA act ivit ies often lead to the product ion of publicat ions.  These are prepared 

for Mem bers' use and are often offered for sale as well.  

 

A list  of EEMUA publicat ions for sale is given at  the end of this Publicat ion.  The 

full list  is also on the Associat ion's website, including details of on- line shopping 

facilit ies. 

 

To enquire about  corporate Membership, write to enquir ies@eemua.org or call 

+ 44 (0)20 7621 0011. 
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ABOUT THI S PUBLI CATI ON 
 

 

Leg al  Asp ect s 
 

All r ights, t it le and interest  in this Publicat ion belong to EEMUA.  All r ights are 

reserved.  No part  of this Publicat ion may be reproduced, stored in a ret r ieval 

system , or t ransm it ted in any form  or by any means:  elect ronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or other, without  the express prior writ ten agreement  of 

the EEMUA Execut ive Director.  

 

I nfr ingement  of copyright  is illegal and also reduces the Associat ion's income 

thereby jeopardising its abilit y to fund the product ion of future publicat ions. 

 

I t  has been assum ed in the preparat ion of this Publicat ion that :  the user ensures 

select ion of those parts of it s contents appropriate to the intended applicat ion;  

and that  such select ion and applicat ion is correct ly carr ied out  by appropriately 

qualified and competent  persons for whose guidance this Publicat ion has been 

prepared.  EEMUA and the individual members of the Work Group that  prepared 

this EEMUA Publicat ion do not , and indeed cannot , make any representat ion or 

give any warranty or guarantee in connect ion with m aterial contained herein.  

EEMUA and the individual members of the Work Group that  prepared this EEMUA 

Publicat ion expressly disclaim  any liabilit y or responsibilit y for damage or loss 

result ing from  the use or reliance on this Publicat ion.  Any recommendat ions 

contained herein are based on the most  authoritat ive informat ion available at  the 

t im e of writ ing and on current  good engineering pract ice, but  it  is essent ial for the 

user to take account  of pert inent  subsequent  developments and/ or legislat ion. 

 

Any person who encounters an inaccuracy or ambiguity when making use of this 

Publicat ion is asked to not ify EEMUA without  delay so that  the m at ter m ay be 

invest igated and appropriate act ion taken. 

 

 

Con su l t a t ion  an d  Feed b ack  
 

EEMUA encourages const ruct ive com m ents on this Publicat ion from both Members 

of the Associat ion and others. 

 

Com m ents should be sent  on the standard feedback form , a copy of which is 

provided towards the end of this Publicat ion.  An elect ronic version of the 

feedback form  is available from  EEMUA -  e-m ail your request  for a copy to 

enquir ies@eemua.org, telephone your request  to + 44 (0)20 7621 0011, or 

download the form  from  the EEMUA website at  www.eemua.org.  Subm it  

comments by e-mail (preferred)  or post . 

 

Comments are considered by the relevant  EEMUA Technical Commit tee and may 

be incorporated in future edit ions of this Publicat ion.  New edit ions are publicised 

on the EEMUA website. 

 

 

 

 
Cover photograph of Tilbury Power Stat ion, 2010 reproduced with k ind perm ission of RWE npower. 
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For ew or d  
 

Heal t h  an d  Saf et y  Ex ecu t iv e 
 

Hum an-Com puter I nterfaces (HCI )  have becom e an area of increasing focus and 

importance to the UK chem ical and allied indust r ies in the m ajor hazard sector, 

part icular ly with the advent  of cent ralised cont rol and the use of com puter 

screens as key interfaces between processes and the operator.  The first  edit ion 

of this EEMUA guide has been widely used and referred to within the Chem ical 

I ndust r ies (CI )  sector of the Hazardous I nstallat ions Directorate (HI D)  and has 

proven to be very useful.  The guide is equally relevant  for:  other parts of the 

m ajor hazard sector e.g. offshore;  non-m ajor hazard process and other indust r ies 

where HCI  is used as a medium for process and plant  cont rol.  

 

While the term  ‘HCI ’ may sound technical it  describes something we are all very 

fam iliar with – the display screens (VDUs)  m ost  of us increasingly use at  hom e 

and in the workplace.  I t ’s that  interface, as used in indust r ial and process 

applicat ions, which can be so important  in maintaining process and major hazard 

safety.  I ssues that  m ay be just  irr itat ing to users at  hom e or in the office, m ay 

have m ajor safety implicat ions as we have learnt  from  m any disasters over the 

decades from the Texaco Milford Haven incident  r ight  up to the more recent  

Buncefield Oil Storage Depot  explosion and fires. 

 

This guide is a very useful resource for indust ry, designers, manufacturers and 

suppliers in the major hazard sector.  I nspectors and specialists in HI D will be 

looking for evidence that  the standards and principles in the guide have been 

implemented appropriately both for new design, and for ongoing review – and 

cont inuous improvem ent  -  of exist ing installat ions.  The degree of r igour expected 

in applying the guide is of course proport ionate to the hazards and r isk under 

cont rol but  there are clear business and other benefits to good HCI  design and 

use, as well as safety benefits. 

 

The renewed focus on HCI  reflects well the current  HI D and HSE post -Texas City 

and Buncefield focus on process safety leadership, workforce involvement  and 

wider hum an factor issues.  Good leadership will help focus on HCI  as one of a 

num ber of key areas that  can influence -  and opt im ise -  hum an perform ance in 

the key area of a cent ralised cont rol room and elsewhere.  Good end-user 

involvement  and user-cent red design will provide good, workable and valued 

interfaces, including the HCI . 

 

I  commend this guide to you. 

 

Pet er  Bak er  

Head of the Chem icals I ndust ry Division, Hazardous I nstallat ions Directorate, 

Health and Safety Execut ive. 
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