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Abstract 
 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing is indicated for any organism that contributes to an infectious process warranting 
antimicrobial chemotherapy, if its susceptibility cannot be reliably predicted from knowledge of the organism’s identity. 
Susceptibility tests are most often indicated when the causative organism is thought to belong to a species capable of exhibiting 
resistance to commonly used antimicrobial agents. 
 
Various laboratory methods can be used to measure the in vitro susceptibility of bacteria to antimicrobial agents. Clinical and 
Laboratory Standards Institute standard M07—Methods for Dilution Antimicrobial Susceptibility Tests for Bacteria That Grow 

Aerobically describes standard broth dilution (macrodilution and microdilution [the microdilution method described in M07 is 
the same methodology outlined in ISO 20776-11]) and agar dilution techniques, and it includes a series of procedures to 
standardize the way the tests are performed. The performance, applications, and limitations of the current CLSI-recommended 
methods are also described. 
 
The supplemental information (M1002 tables) used with this standard represents the most current information for drug selection, 
interpretation, and quality control using the procedures standardized in M07.   
 
Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI). Methods for Dilution Antimicrobial Susceptibility Tests for Bacteria That 

Grow Aerobically. 11th ed. CLSI standard M07 (ISBN 1-56238-836-3 [Print]; ISBN 1-56238-837-1 [Electronic]). Clinical and 
Laboratory Standards Institute, 950 West Valley Road, Suite 2500, Wayne, Pennsylvania 19087 USA, 2018. 

 

The Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute consensus process, which is the mechanism for moving a document through 
two or more levels of review by the health care community, is an ongoing process. Users should expect revised editions of 
any given document. Because rapid changes in technology may affect the procedures, methods, and protocols in a standard 
or guideline, users should replace outdated editions with the current editions of CLSI documents. Current editions are listed 
in the CLSI catalog and posted on our website at www.clsi.org. If you or your organization is not a member and would like 
to become one, or to request a copy of the catalog, contact us at: Telephone: +1.610.688.0100; Fax: +1.610.688.0700; E-Mail: 
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