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Foreword

This British Standard was prepared under the direction of Technical 
Committee B/544. It supersedes BS 8212:1989 which is withdrawn.

Dry lining is an alternative to the traditional wet plastering of walls and ceilings 
to provide surfaces suitable to receive various decorative treatments. The method 
involves the fixing of a sheet material, which is subsequently jointed in the 
appropriate manner, to the face of the walls or ceilings. This code confines itself 
to recommendations for dry lining using gypsum wallboard; it is not intended to 
apply to other sheet materials.

This code provides guidance on the selection of a dry lining system and lists 
factors that should be taken into consideration in the selection process. It gives 
recommendations for methods of dry lining to a variety of solid backgrounds and 
to timber and metal framing. Recommendations for on site methods of working 
are also included together with detailed descriptions of the materials, 
components and accessories used in the dry lining process.

Annex A gives thickness tolerances for metal used for metal framing. Annex B 
give recommendations for lighting conditions appropriate to dry lining 
operations.

This edition introduces technical changes but it does not reflect a full review or 
revision of the standard, which will be undertaken in due course.

As a code of practice, this British Standard takes the form of guidance and 
recommendations. It should not be quoted as if it were a specification and 
particular care should be taken to ensure that claims of compliance are not 
misleading.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 46, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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Section 1. General

1.1 Scope

This British Standard code of practice gives 
recommendations for dry lining walls, ceilings and 
partitioning using gypsum wallboard. Composite 
products such as gypsum plasterboard backed with 
insulation materials are also included.

This code does not deal with linings to heated 
ceilings.

1.2 References

1.2.1 Normative references

This standard incorporates, by dated or undated 
reference, provisions from other publications. These 
normative references are made at the appropriate 
places in the text and the cited publications are 
listed on page 46. For dated references, only the 
edition cited applies; any subsequent amendments 
to or revisions of the cited publication apply to this 
standard only when incorporated in the reference by 
amendment or revision. For undated references, the 
latest edition of the cited publication applies, 
together with any amendments.

1.2.2 Informative references

This standard refers to other publications that 
provide information or guidance. Editions of these 
publications current at the time of issue of this 
standard are listed on the inside back cover, but 
reference should be made to the latest editions.

1.3 Definitions

For the purposes of this code the definitions given in 
BS 1191-1 and BS 1191-2, BS 1230-1, BS 4022, 
BS 6100-1, BS 6100-6.1 and BS 6100-6.6.2 apply, 
together with the following.

1.3.1 
face

surface of gypsum plasterboard on which the paper 
extends continuously to cover the edges

1.3.2 
back

surface of gypsum plasterboard having a double 
thickness of paper along the two edges

1.3.3 
insulating gypsum wallboard

gypsum wallboard backed with a film having a 
surface of low emissivity, e.g. aluminium, to 
improve thermal insulation when used in 
conjunction with an air space

1.3.4 
thermal wallboard laminate

gypsum wallboard backed with an insulating 
material such as expanded polystyrene, 
polyurethane, phenolformaldehyde foam or 
man-made mineral fibre materials

1.3.5 
predecorated gypsum wallboard

gypsum wallboard faced with either paper or cloth 
backed vinyl film

1.3.6 
prefabricated gypsum wallboard panel 
partitions

prefabricated gypsum wallboard panels, 
manufactured in accordance with the requirements 
of BS 4022 and nailed to timber framing members

1.3.7 
laminated gypsum plasterboard partitions

three or more layers of gypsum wallboard bonded 
together and fixed at the perimeter to a steel or 
timber frame

1.3.8 
relocatable partitions

partitions that permit reassembly after removal and 
relocation

1.3.9 
metal furring channel

galvanized steel section for the attachment of 
wallboard linings to solid backgrounds

1.3.10 
resilient fixing channel

galvanized steel section for securing gypsum 
wallboard to the supporting background by a 
resilient mounting

1.3.11 
nailable fixing plug

galvanized steel nail with an expandable plastics 
sleeve

1.3.12 
general purpose bonding compound

adhesive made from retarded calcium sulfate 
hemihydrate and additives

1.3.13 
thermal wallboard laminate adhesive

adhesive made from synthetic resin emulsion with 
fillers used for bonding thermal wallboard 
laminates to plastered walls
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