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The information and materials contained in this publication have been developed from sources believed to 
be reliable. However, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) as secretariat of the ANSI 
accredited Z9 Committee or individual committee members accept no legal responsibility for the 
correctness or completeness of this material or its application to specific factual situations. By publication 
of this standard, ASSE or the Z9 Committee does not ensure that adherence to these recommendations 
will protect the safety or health of any persons, or preserve property. 
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Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the 
requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have 
been met by the standards developer. Consensus is established when, in the 
judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has 
been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement 
means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. 
Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and that a 
concerted effort be made toward their resolution. The use of American National 
Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect 
preclude anyone, whether they have approved the standards or not, from 
manufacturing, marketing, purchasing or using products, processes or 
procedures not conforming to the standards. The American National Standards 
Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstance give an 
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall 
have the right or authority to issue an interpretation of an American National 
Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute. Requests for 
interpretation should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name 
appears on the title page of this standard. 
 
Caution Notice:  This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn 
at any time.  The procedures of the American National Standards Institute require 
that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard. 
Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current information on 
all standards by calling or writing the American National Standards Institute. 
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Foreword (This Foreword is not a part of American National Standard Z9.3 – 2017.) 

 
 
The requirements of this standard are intended to prevent the emission into the workroom atmosphere of 
gases, vapors, mists or dusts from spray finishing operation in quantities tending to: 
 
• injure health through inhalation; 
• cause injury due to contact with the skin; 
• condense or collect on floors, ceilings or walls of any workroom to produce unsanitary, unhealthy or 

unsafe conditions. 
 
These requirements are also intended to guide operators of these processes in attaining reasonable 
safety from fire and explosion. 
 
It is recognized that uniform treatment of subjects covered by industry codes and standards such as this 
ANSI/ASSE Z9.3 standard is desirable because it: 
 
• promotes confidence that there is widespread agreement concerning principles relating to the subject 

which, in turn, facilitates compliance. 
• facilitates enforcement by code-enforcing authorities. 
• facilitates the manufacture of equipment that will comply with code requirements. 
 
How to Read This Standard 
 
The standard is presented in a two-column format. The left column presents the requirements of the 
standard, the right column provides clarification and explanation of the requirements plus “how to comply” 
information. 
 
This standard also contains appendices, which are informative and are not considered a mandatory part 
of this standard. 
 
This standard is not meant to be all encompassing. Rather, it establishes minimum acceptable criteria for 
the design, construction and ventilation of spray finishing operations. 

 

Suggestions for improvement of this standard are welcome. They should be sent to the American Society 

of Safety Engineers, 520 N. Northwest Highway, Park Ridge, Illinois 60068. 
 
This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Z9 Accredited Standards 

Committee on Health and Safety Standards for Ventilation Systems. Committee approval of the 
standard does not necessarily imply that all committee members voted for its approval. At the time it 

approved this standard, the Z9 Committee had the following members: 
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