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This foreword shall not be considered a part of the standard. However, it is offered to provide background information.

ASSE International, formerly known as the American Society of Sanitary Engineering, is dedicated to the preservation
of public health and safety through “Prevention Rather Than Cure.”

In 1987, ASSE’s Board of Directors recognized the need to develop professional qualifications standards for the
plumbing and mechanical industries. Since that time, ASSE has developed a number of professional qualifications standards
directly related to healthcare, including the ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 5000, Cross-Connection Control Professional
Qualifications Standard, ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 12000, Health and Safety of Construction and Maintenance Personnel,
and this ASSE/IAPMO/ANTSI Series 6000, Professional Qualifications Standard for Medical Gas Systems Personnel. These
important documents, now each considered the industry standard, are necessary to allow the Authority Having Jurisdiction
(AHJ) to have nationally recognized standards, developed in an open consensus process, to use in ensuring that individuals
working on these critically important systems possess the knowledge and experience required to successfully perform the
installation, testing, maintenance, inspection and verification needed within the industry.

The healthcare industry’s dedication to continually improving positive patient outcomes and safety made it clear
that there was a need to develop a standard to address minimum requirements for medical gas and vacuum systems
installers, inspectors, verifiers, maintenance personnel and instructors. In 1997, the Series 6000 met that industry need.
In subsequent revisions, requirements for medical gas generalists, bulk medical gas systems installers, bulk medical gas
systems verifiers, and bulk medical gas systems instructors were added.

The ASSE/TAPMO/ANSI Series 6000, Professional Qualifications Standard for Medical Gas Systems Personnel, is based
on the requirements of NFPA 99-2015, Health Care Facilities Code. The standards within the Series 6000 allow regulatory
officials to have uniform minimum requirements for qualified medical gas systems installers, inspectors, maintenance
personnel and instructors, and bulk medical gas systems installers, verifiers and instructors. In addition, these standards
give uniform requirements for third-party certifiers so individuals can be certified to these standards.

The ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 6000 standards will continue to change through revision — not only because of
periodic updates to NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code, but also because the medical gas industry continually responds
to the experience gained in the field through the use of these standards.

Recognition is made of the time volunteered by members of the ASSE Series 6000 Working Groups who participated
in the initial development of this standard and the subsequent revisions.

This series of standards was promulgated in accordance with procedures developed by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI).
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ASSE International does not approve, endorse, regulate, influence, inspect or certify any medical gas training facilities,
third-party certification agencies, procedures, installations, equipment, materials, or access to or pricing of certifications.
In determining the acceptability of training facilities, third-party certification agencies, procedures, installations,
equipment or materials, the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) may base acceptance on compliance with ASSE or
other appropriate standards.
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