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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 
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We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
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Australia or the New Zealand Standards Executive at the address shown on the back 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee CH-039, Detection of Drugs in Oral Fluid, to supersede AS 4760—2006. 

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (September 2020). The changes required by 

the Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against 

the clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected. 

The objective of this Standard is to ensure that the detection of drugs in oral fluid meets the 

expectations for testing of specimens for applications such as workplace, medico-legal, or 

court-directed purposes. This Standard is not intended for clinical use or for drug exposure 

detection in sport, but it may be used if deemed relevant. This Standard addresses 

procedures for the collection of oral fluid, on-site drug testing, handling and dispatch of 

specimens to the laboratory for screening tests (if applicable) and confirmatory testing. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements 

of this Standard. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used in Standards to define the application of 

the appendices to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a 

Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is for information and guidance only. 
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