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API ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH AND SAFETY MISSION
AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 

The members of the American Petroleum Institute are dedicated to continuous efforts to

improve the compatibility of our operations with the environment while economically

developing energy resources and supplying high quality products and services to consum-

ers. We recognize our responsibility to work with the public, the government, and others to

develop and to use natural resources in an environmentally sound manner while protecting

the health and safety of our employees and the public. To meet these responsibilities, API

members pledge to manage our businesses according to the following principles using

sound science to prioritize risks and to implement cost-effective management practices:

 

l

 

To recognize and to respond to community concerns about our raw materials, prod-

ucts and operations.

 

l

 

To operate our plants and facilities, and to handle our raw materials and products in a

manner that protects the environment, and the safety and health of our employees

and the public.

 

l

 

To make safety, health and environmental considerations a priority in our planning,

and our development of new products and processes.

 

l

 

To advise promptly, appropriate officials, employees, customers and the public of

information on significant industry-related safety, health and environmental hazards,

and to recommend protective measures.

 

l

 

To counsel customers, transporters and others in the safe use, transportation and dis-

posal of our raw materials, products and waste materials.

 

l

 

To economically develop and produce natural resources and to conserve those

resources by using energy efficiently.

 

l

 

To extend knowledge by conducting or supporting research on the safety, health and

environmental effects of our raw materials, products, processes and waste materials.

 

l

 

To commit to reduce overall emissions and waste generation.

 

l

 

To work with others to resolve problems created by handling and disposal of hazard-

ous substances from our operations.

 

l

 

To participate with government and others in creating responsible laws, regulations

and standards to safeguard the community, workplace and environment.

 

l

 

To promote these principles and practices by sharing experiences and offering assis-

tance to others who produce, handle, use, transport or dispose of similar raw materi-

als, petroleum products and wastes.
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SPECIAL NOTES

 

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to partic-

ular circumstances, local, state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

API is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers, manufacturers, or suppliers to

warn and properly train and equip their employees, and others exposed, concerning health

and safety risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under local, state, or fed-

eral laws.

Information concerning safety and health risks and proper precautions with respect to par-

ticular materials and conditions should be obtained from the employer, the manufacturer or

supplier of that material, or the material safety data sheet.

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by

implication or otherwise, for the manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or prod-

uct covered by letters patent. Neither should anything contained in the publication be con-

strued as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every

five years. Sometimes a one-time extension of up to two years will be added to this review

cycle. This publication will no longer be in effect five years after its publication date as an

operative API standard or, where an extension has been granted, upon republication. Status

of the publication can be ascertained from the API Authoring Department [telephone (202)

682-8000]. A catalog of API publications and materials is published annually and updated

quarterly by API, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropri-

ate notification and participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API

standard. Questions concerning the interpretation of the content of this standard or com-

ments and questions concerning the procedures under which this standard was developed

should be directed in writing to the director of the Authoring Department (shown on the title

page of this document), American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington,

D.C. 20005. Requests for permission to reproduce or translate all or any part of the material

published herein should also be addressed to the director.

API standards are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineer-

ing and operating practices. These standards are not intended to obviate the need for apply-

ing sound engineering judgment regarding when and where these standards should be

utilized. The formulation and publication of API standards is not intended in any way to

inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking

requirements of an API standard is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable

requirements of that standard. API does not represent, warrant, or guarantee that such prod-

ucts do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 

without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the Publisher, 

API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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FOREWORD

 

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by

the Institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the

Institute makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this publication

and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting

from its use or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with which this

publication may conflict.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the director of the Exploration

and Production Department, American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washing-

ton, D.C. 20005.
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SCOPE

 

These recommended practices for core analysis replace API RP 40

 

, Recommended Prac-

tice for Core Analysis Procedure

 

, 1960, and API RP 27,

 

 Recommended Practice for Deter-

mining Permeability of Porous Media

 

, 1952, (reissued 1956). In the first section of the new

recommended practices, Planning a Coring Program, key factors to be taken into consider-

ation in obtaining core samples are explained and advantages of different coring procedures

are given. The second section, Wellsite Core Handling Procedures and Preservation,

addresses documentation of coring conditions and how cores should be handled once they

reach the surface, including marking and preservation. The third section, Core Screening and

Core Preparation, describes how the condition and nature of core samples can be docu-

mented through core gamma logs and various imaging techniques, and how samples should

be selected and prepared for basic testing. Also covered in the third section are methods of

preserving samples prior to testing, and procedures for cleaning and drying samples. The

fourth section, Fluid Saturation, explains how fluid saturations can be determined on differ-

ent types of samples and the limitations of the various techniques. The fifth section, Porosity

Determination, defines different types of porosity and explains the measurements. The sixth

section, Permeability Determination, explains the theory and methods for measurement of

permeability of porous media to a single phase. Relative permeability measurements to two

or three phases are not covered in this document. The seventh section, Supplementary Tests,

covers determination of grain size, brine salinity, oil gravity, and acid solubility. The eighth

and final section, Reporting, supplies forms to assist in recording the details of core handling

and testing methodology that could be critical in interpreting basic core analysis data.

Core analysis, like other technical areas, is continually evolving so that both methodology

and costs are changing. The recommended practices provided here represent a snap shot in

time of the consensus advice of a large international committee.

Geologic materials come in a vast range of chemical compositions and physical states.

For unusual samples or extraordinarily accurate data, it may be necessary to develop special

procedures.
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SECTION 1—PLANNING A CORING PROGRAM
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